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Pastoral Letter
Dear members
We give thanks to God whose love endures forever. In this season of
Pentecost, we are assured that like earthly pilgrims we are travelling with a
divine guide. The journey through life requires each of us to affirm daily,
our trust in the living God, who alone knows the way that we must go.
God’s love, care, presence, and guidance can be trusted totally. And this is
no ‘blind faith’. Rather, with Christians everywhere, we trust that God can
guide even the most wayward of us gently through the rough seas and
desert sands of life. Let us place our confidence and trust in our loving
God.
We enjoyed an excellent music concert with Steph Macleod on Saturday, 5
May and the day following we welcomed Mike Frew our past minister and
his wife Maggie as part of our anniversary services. Thank you for your
prayers, love and support to the Grace Notes as they sang from the ‘big
stage’ at the ‘2018 Heart and Soul’ event in Edinburgh. The upcoming
church Day out on Saturday, 16 June is a chance to meet together in more
informal surroundings (at North Berwick) to chat and get to know each
other better. In addition, I hope you can join us as we welcome Will
Storrar on Sunday, 24 June as he leads worship at St John’s.
The summer is almost here with us. The season offers us opportunities to
change gear, recuperate, to get up the mountain to reflect and re-envision.
Our joint summer services will hold from 1 July to 12 August. On Sunday,
26 August, St John’s Church will celebrate its 175th anniversary! The
service will be led by the Rt Rev Susan Brown, Moderator of the General
Assembly of the Church of Scotland. It would be great to see a good
congregation at the service. I hope you enjoy the summer, and feel
refreshed and renewed and spiritually fit for anything that God might call
you to do.
Every blessing,

Rev Dr Elijah Obinna
Minister
Vestry Times - Wednesdays and Fridays 9:30 am - 12:30 pm
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Diary: June to September 2018
Regular Worship Times
Sunday Morning Prayers - 10:20 - 10:50 am, before morning service.
Normal Sunday Services are held at 11:00 am.
A short evening service, with prayers for healing, is normally held on the
second Sunday of each month at 7:00 pm
A Praise Service is held on the last Sunday of the month, also at 7:00 pm.
A short, mid-week service is held on Thursdays at 10:30 am.

Forthcoming Special Events and Services
10 June:
13 June:
16 June:
17 June:
24 June:
24 June:

1 July:
8 July:
15 July:
22 July:
29 July:
5 August:
12 August:
30 Jul-3 Aug:
19 August:
26 August:
26 August:
2 September:

Healing Service
Let’s Get Together (Stated Annual Meeting)
Church Day Out to North Berwick
All Age Service
Guest Preacher: Rev Dr Will Storrar
Praise service
United Summer Services
Kirkton Church
Kirkton Church
St Andrew’s Church
St Andrew’s Church
United Reformed Church (Communion)
St John’s Church (Holiday Club)
St John’s Church
Holiday Club
Worship resumes in home churches
175th Anniversary Service
Praise Evening
Sacrament of Holy Communion

Please watch Sunday bulletins, local press or visit the church website for
and changes and more information as it becomes available.
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The following prayer poster was prepared by members of JAFFA2 for
use during the Prayer Day on 14 April 2018:
Lord God, Your love is awesome and forever!
In Your family, we ...
... are connected to the past,
... need never be alone in the present,
... have strength for what the future may bring.
Bless us to be...
... Your real people,
... in Your real world,
... with a real love for life in all its fullness

We pray to our heavenly Father...
For the moments in our lives,
when we weaken in the face of temptation,
may Your Spirit be our guide.
If people laugh at our faith,
or try to tear us down,
strengthen our resolve to keep building our
lives to Your plans.
When lying comes to our minds, and finds its way to our lips,
let honesty prevail.
Your promises never fail!
Let us live our lives openly,
with no space for selfish acts,
trickery or deceiving others.
Your ways are true!
No matter what or when or where or who…..,
place in our hearts the desire to forgive freely,
and to accept forgiveness gladly.
Break our pride, our wilfulness, and misplaced self-belief
that stops us from submitting to You.
Thank God for the power to make us whole from the pieces!

Based on JAFFA2 Bible Study topics of 2017
Jesus, A Friend For All

Christian Aid
In the aftermath of the major earthquake which struck Haiti’s capital,
Port-au-Prince, many families sought refuge in temporary camps in
the neighbouring Dominican Republic.
It was there, in the town of Jimani, that Pastor Clément found Benito, a
young Dominican sitting on the streets. Benito showed Clément his
sleeping bag and the corner where he had spent the previous night.
Assuming he had been visiting Haiti when the earthquake hit, Clément
asked him how he had managed to survive. To Clément’s surprise, Benito
told him that he had travelled to Haiti’s border to live alongside people
displaced by the earthquake. He had wanted to send money to help, like
many people around the world, but because his family was poor and he
didn’t work, he had nothing to give. Benito came to Jimani to be with the
Haitians, to sleep alongside them and to share their suffering. He reminds
us of Jesus, who came into the world to be with us in our struggles and our
pain. Jesus even went as far as the Cross, experiencing the depths of
suffering and the ultimate despair, separation from God.
When we are lost and afraid and simply can’t understand why God allows
us to suffer, Jesus puts his sleeping bag down next to us, like Benito did.
And he calls us to be his presence to others in their suffering. As we raised
money, prayed and gave our time during Christian Aid Week, we were
there, and will continue to be there, for our neighbours who need us in
Haiti and across the world. We were standing, and will continue to stand,
in solidarity with them through their suffering. We were helping them, and
will continue to help them, to have hope for the future.
During Christian Aid week last month, you helped us to raise £11,159.82,
by making a gift at the evening service, providing, helping and supporting
the Cafe, making and selling produce in the months leading up to Christian
Aid Week, making and selling greeting cards, donating cash, responding
to the door to door collection, and supporting CHOICES who in turn was
able to donate £1500 to Christian Aid. Our thanks also go to Law Parish
Church who joined us this year to help in the Cafe and donating £309 from
an ‘After Church Cafe’ which they held on Christian Aid Sunday.
We continue to thank God for the support you give us each year.
IN
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St John’s 175
A number of special services and events have been arranged to mark
our 175th Anniversary as a congregation.
Last month we welcomed the Rev Mike Frew back to the pulpit, his first
visit since leaving St John’s in 2005. Following the service, a buffet lunch
was held in the hall, giving Mike, and his wife Maggie, an opportunity to
catch up with many of the congregation.
Making a welcome return to our pulpit on Sunday 24 June, will be the Rev
Prof Will Storrar with his wife Joanna. Will was our minister from 1985 to
1991. He last visited us 25 years ago, in 1993, when we celebrated our
150th Anniversary.
On Sunday 26 August, a special anniversary service will be held, when the
Rt Rev Susan Brown, Moderator of the Church of Scotland, will preach.
The date is significant, in that the first communion service in Carluke Free
Church, which became St John’s, took place on 27 August 1843.
Preparations are underway for an exhibition of photographs and artefacts,
portraying the history of St John’s over the past 175 years. The exhibition
will be on display in the church hall from Tuesday 21 August to Thursday
23 August from 10.00am - 12 noon, 2pm - 4.00pm and 7.00pm - 8.30pm.
Refreshments will also be available. If you have any items which could be
loaned to the exhibition, please get in touch with us by the end of June.
A new banner, commemorating the anniversary, is in the process of being
designed and embroidered by several ladies in the congregation and when
complete, it will be dedicated and displayed in the church.
On 21 October, the Rev Alan Gibson, who served his probationary period in
St John’s and who is currently the minister of Motherwell South Church,
will conduct the service. Finally, on 18th November, the Rev Miller
Milloy, now retired, will visit and take the service. Miller was an elder in
St John’s before entering the ministry.
The History of St John’s booklet published in 1964, which was up-dated
with a new edition in 1993 to commemorate our 150th Anniversary, will be
further up-dated. A few other projects, of an outreach nature, are under
consideration. Towards the end of the year, a congregational family event,
possibly a ceildh, will be held to bring the celebrations to a conclusion.
IN
June 2018
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Twinning Update
Last year, the Congregation agreed to investigate the possibility of
forming a twinning relationship with another European congregation.
To this end the Twinning Steering Group have been working to create
a Congregational Profile of St John’s. This profile will give a snap
shot view of St John’s Church in relation to its position in the Carluke
community and the wider world, the make up of the congregation, the
regular services and activities that take place in our buildings.
We also looked at what we hope to gain from a twinning and what we
hope to offer to our prospective partners. The profile also gives us an
opportunity to indicate where we would like our partners to be in Europe
and what type of congregation we are looking for. The full profile can be
read at: www.carluke-stjohns.org.uk/downloads/TwinSub.pdf

Why Twin?
When we looked at our mission life in the world arena it looked quite
impersonal although very worthwhile. The existence of personal
relationships rather than postal ones seemed to be a gap in our mission life.
In respect to our local mission life St John’s has a lot to offer in working
with outside agencies and with our own “in house” activities. We would
share this experience willingly but we have a lot to learn about engaging
and keeping young people and young families interested and active in our
congregation’s life. It would be good to hear how other Christians go out
in God’s service rather than wait for individuals to come to us.

What kind of congregation should we seek?
One that is similar to ourselves but not the same. We need to explore
differences in worship styles, prayer life, engaging young people, our
place and work in the community and beyond if we are to grow as a
church working for the good of God’s Kingdom. We also have to pray and
listen to God’s voice as He guides us to the right partner.

What happens next?
The profile has been accepted by Session and once the Congregation have
been brought up to date on progress, the profile goes to the World Mission
Council Twinning Dept. Session agreed that, in the first instance, we
would look for a partner church in Czech Republic and, failing that,
8

St John’s News

Hungary. Our profile will be matched to others from these countries and
we will be given options of possible partners. When we decide on what
we consider to be the “best match” the other congregation gets our profile
and if found promising a conversation can begin between the two
congregations. Relationships begin to form before an official twinning is
arranged by mutual consent.

The end result
We still have a long way to travel on this journey but with God’s guidance
we will find a congregation with whom we can build a long and fruitful
relationship.
AR

Let’s Get Together!
Stated Annual Meeting
Wednesday 13 June 2018
7:00 pm
Find out what has been happening in the
congregation this past year.
Featuring a presentation of the plans for the remodelling of the sanctuary.
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Third Carluke Boys Brigade
On the 11 May, the Company held its End of Session Parents' Night.
After a varied selection of activities, with parental participation, the
boys were presented with their awards by Mrs Moira Braynion.

Anchor Boys
1st Year Badge; 1st Year Service - Noah Giles
2nd Year Badge; 2nd Year Service - Roan Hendry
3rd Year Badge; 3rd Year Service. - Kyle Somerville.
Kyle was also promoted to the Junior Section.

Junior Section
Bronze Badge, Target Badge, 1st Year Service - William Callaghan, Max
Giles
Bronze Badge, Target Badge, 3rd Year Service - Andrew Watson, Max
Elliot
Bronze Badge, Target Badge, 4th Year Service - Orrin Hendry, Gordon
Prince
Silver Badge, 2rd Year Service - Adam Walker
Silver Badge, 3rd Year Service - Findlay Obinna
Silver Badge, 5th Year Service - Ryan Allan, Kyle Thomas
Gold Badge, 3rd Year Service - Brandon Sommerville
Brandon and Adam were promoted to the Company Section.
Max Elliot and Findlay Obinna were presented with trophies for their
outstanding achievement in coming second in the Battalion Junior Section
singing competition. Findlay also won the Wright trophy for Scripture
Knowledge.

Company Section
2nd Year Community, Recreation and Skills Badges; Discovery Badge; 8th
Year Service - Aaron Henderson
3rd Year Community, Recreation and Skills Badges; 9th Year Service Greg Allan
4th Year Community, Recreation and Skills Badges; 10th Year Service Ryan Sloan
Seniors Bronze Challenge Plus Badge; 5th Year Service - Jamie McLaren
10
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Seniors Bronze Challenge Plus Badge; 11th Year Service - Jamie
Stevenson, Matthew Gillon
Matthew was also presented with his President's Badge. This allows him
to work towards his Queen's Badge.
Seniors Gold Challenge Plus Badge; 9th Year Service - Aaron Ramage,
Aaron Lindsay, David Henderson
Seniors Gold Challenge Plus Badge; 12th Year Service - James Gillon
James was also presented with the Queen's Badge, which is the highest
award in the Boys' Brigade.

James Gillon receiving his Queen’s Badge from the Very Rev Nzie Eke,
Moderator of the Presbyterian Church of Nigeria
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Third Carluke Boys Brigade (continued)
Seniors Gold Challenge Plus Badge; 13th Year Service - Michael
Stevenson
Aaron Ramage and Michael Stevenson were presented with their
Discharge Certificates, both reaching their 18th birthdays this year. On
behalf of the Company, i would like to thank those two young men for
their loyal service and devotion to the Company and to wish them every
success in their chosen careers.
At the Wishaw and district Battalion Cross Country event, our Company,
which was represented by Greg Allan, Michael Stevenson, Matthew Gillon
and James Gillon, won the senior race.
Later in the session, five boys took part in the Scottish Cross Country
Championships at Paisley. These were Battalion teams with Greg Allan
finishing in eighth place for the Juniors. Mathew Gillon and Jamie
Stevenson ran for the Intermediate team with Matthew finishing second.
James Gillon and Michael Stevenson ran in the Senior race helping the
team to win and become Scottish Champions. James won to become
Scottish Individual Champion for the second year running.
The Company also took part in the Battalion Badminton Competition but,
unfortunately, were beaten in the final.
I would like to thank Lieutenants Jackie Henderson and Allison Lindsay
and helpers Yvonne Ramage and Jacqueline Sloan for their assistance
during the session. Thanks, too, to Jim Braynion for his work with the
boys who are working towards their Queen's Badges.
The Company will resume on 31 August. All boys from P1 onwards will
be made most welcome.
RA
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Armistice Bells
November marks the centenary of the formal end to the hostilities of
the Great War, the war that was to end all wars. In commemoration,
the Scottish Chamber Orchestra have commissioned a special work
Meditation (after Donne) for chamber orchestra and electronics
designed to engage people throughout Scotland.
We in St John’s will play our part – literally! To be part of this historic
venture exploring the themes of celebration, loss, community identity and
the legacy of war, communities have been asked to record their church
bells.
Fraser J has recorded the bell sound on his phone and uploaded it to the
project’s website (www.armisticebells.com), so St John’s has been pinned
on the map – we’re in!
Rung out across the country when Armistice was declared, church bells are
potent markers of both joy and despair, public sounds with personal
resonances, their complex web of associations making them an ideal
symbol around which to develop a rich musical experience. St John’s has
a fine church bell which peals most Sunday mornings. Largely it can’t be
heard when sitting in church, so maybe one day you might want to go back
outside a few minutes before the start of the service to hear it ring.
Hopefully our recording will be included in the electronics part of the
piece, its world premiere being held in St Andrews, Edinburgh, and
Glasgow in early November. Thanks to Iris Nelson for letting us know
about this exciting and innovative project.
You can hear Fraser’s recording on our church website at
www.carluke-stjohns.org.uk/rec/special/bells.mp3
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Data Protection
As you may know, the EU General Data Protection Regulation
(GDPR) came into force on 25 May. The UK is currently subject to
this regulation and, even after we have left the EU in2019, the
Government has stated that future UK Data Protection legislation will
be based on the GDPR.
Much of the GDPR, with respect to churches, covers similar areas to the
Data Protection Act (1998) (DPA). However, the emphasis is on the rights
of the Data Subjects That is, the members and others whose personal data
is processed). Any person who is processing Personal Data on behalf of St
John's Church, or one of its organisations, will need to be aware of their
responsibilities to ensure that such Data is processed fairly and stored
securely. The steps we are already taking to ensure that your personal data
is safe and correct should ensure that we are acting lawfully.
The use of Personal Data in St John's is mainly to allow us to
communicate with our members and carry out our pastoral care activities.
We also hold your bank details if you make your offering by GiftAid. In
all cases, we do our very best to ensure that the personal information we
hold about you is necessary, correct and stored securely.
One use of your personal data which is not, strictly speaking, necessary is
when, for example, a new member is named in the Parish Register section
of the Newsletter. In future, your permission will be sought to do this.
Images are now also considered personal data, so the use of photos in the
newsletter or on the church website will also be covered by a consent
form. Where you provide such consent, you may withdraw it at any time.
You have the right to view what information we hold about you and to
correct any errors or omissions. Arrangements are being put in place to
make this easy, and details will follow in the September issue of St John's
News.
If you have access to the internet, you can read more at:
www.carluke-stjohns.org.uk/DP/index.shtm
GR
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Christine Stone
You may have heard that Christine
Stone died earlier this year on 17
March. She had just celebrated her
77th birthday. The following is based
on an email from Joel Hafvenstein,
Executive Director of United Mission to
Nepal for whom Christine worked for
many years. It is used with permission.
Christine joined UMN in January 1982,
sent by Church of Scotland to serve as a
teacher in rural Gorkha district
(Makaisingh and Namjung). From 1986,
she taught at Gandaki Boarding School
(GBS) for several years. In 1988 she
spent a term at the newly established Kathmandu International Study
Centre (KISC), with which she would have an enduring connection.
Christine then moved into Nepali teacher training, writing textbooks and
curriculum development alongside the government of Nepal. She worked
at first as part of UMN's Education department, and then independently,
with an office in the KISC building. “Christine basically wrote Nepal’s
secondary science curriculum,” one colleague remembers. Another wrote,
“She was in enormous demand, and the teacher training took her all over
Nepal, on a schedule that only Christine could have coped with!” She was
also involved in training of volunteers with Teach for Nepal, Fulbright,
and similar organisations.
Christine was awarded an OBE in the late 1990's for services to education
in Nepal. She has influenced generations of students and teachers, with
her practical, fun, and enormously effective approach to teaching and
learning. Her legacy continues today across the country, through the
education work of UMN and KISC EQUIP as well as many others who
counted her as their teacher. She was a familiar figure cycling around
Kathmandu with her dog(s) running with her or riding in the basket.
Children across Nepal still delight in her series of “Tommy Tempo”
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books—offering a Nepali equivalent of the eponymous British tank
engine.

She finally left Nepal in the summer of 2015, "retiring" to Fort William in
Scotland, and a more than full time programme of volunteering and
service in the local community. She had emergency colon surgery early
in 2016, but recovered to continue her busy schedule for 2 good years.
More recently she was aware that the cancer was returning. One of the last
things she did was the Thought for the Day slot, broadcast on local radio in
the week from Christmas to New Year. She used the story of
Pilgrim's Progress, and ended by saying how her own journey here was
coming to an end, and how excited and eager she was to reach the City of
Life, and to meet the Prince, Jesus himself.
During the last few months of her life she had countless visitors and
received messages from all over the world. Her very close friends have
supported her throughout, and were with her in the last days. “It was so
moving to see the reaction of all the staff there,” one wrote this weekend.
“The manager said they had never had anyone like Christine!”
June 2018
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The Murrays
Scott and Nok Murray are planning to return to UK for "Home
Assignment" in July based in Glasgow for first 3-4 weeks before
finding more permanent accommodation by the end of August.
They are prayerfully hoping for a clear sign to either Elgin or Kilmarnock
where they can both be gainfully employed. Nok started her visa
application in March but, to date, has not yet heard the result. This is not
unexpected as processing can take 3 months or more.
Scott made a second trip to Burma at the end of March and beginning of
April. A large number of patients from the surrounding villages attended
for surgery, many having walked for 1-2 days. One of the obstacles facing
them is landmines laid on either side of a road which they had to cross.
The mines were cleared on Tuesday and Saturday mornings to allow
crossing, then replaced!
Ray, has had a couple of conditional offers to study Film Production and
Directing. In May he was offered Scottish Home Student status at Stirling
University to study Film and Media. He requires the equivalent of 3 C
passes in his AP exams.

Smillie Footcare
Professional and Friendly
Mobile Footcare Clinic - 07821 393938
About me

Treatments Available

Hello - I am a foot health
practitioner with a mobile
foot clinic, visiting patients
in their own homes in and
around Lanark and Carluke
(10 mile radius)

●
●
●
●
●
●

Callus/Hard Skin removal
Corns
Cracked Heals
Nail cutting/reduction
Diabetic patients
Ingrown toenail

Anne Smillie MCFHP/MAFHP
email - smilliefootcare@outlook.com
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