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Dear members
It may still be winter, with many dreich days, but spring is not as far
off as it seems.  When spring rolls in, the season beats the winter blues
and brings something exciting to our lives.  Green areas swiftly glow
with the colour of flowers and trees in bud, the hills and mountains
look strikingly attractive and sound of wildlife start to fill the air
again.  Perhaps there are lessons for us to learn from our daily
experiences of the seasons.  Many seem to take life too seriously all
the time and as such often find it hard to relax and let go.  Others
might have the natural instinct to respond to everything in a way that
expresses disapproval as well as seeing the negative in every situation.
Once we realise that we take life too seriously, we need to take some
steps to lighten up in order to enhance the quality of our lives and that
of others.
Undoubtedly, life can be tough, and the burdens it hands us can be so
hard to bear.  In the Gospel according to St.  Matthew 11:28-30, Jesus
makes this promise and gives an invitation, ‘‘Come to me, all you,
who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.  Take my yoke
upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and
you will find rest for your souls.  For my yoke is easy and my burden
light’’.  As we go through the ups and downs and twists and turns of
life’s journey, we need to know that we are never alone in our
difficulties and sorrows and that God is there to help.  God doesn’t
promise that difficulties will never occur, but he does assure that
whatever experiences life may bring, he will be there to protect and
keep us in the way that really matters.
My special love and prayers are with you all and especially for all in
hospital or experiencing difficult days.
Yours in Christ,

Rev  Dr  Elijah Obinna
Minister

Pastoral Letter
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Forthcoming Special Events and Services

Sun 12 Mar 7:00 pm Evening Service with prayers for healing
Sun 26 Mar 7:00 pm Evening Praise Service

Sat 8 Apr 9:00 am Prayer Day
Sun 9 Apr 7:00 pm Evening Service with prayers for healing

Thu 13 Apr 7:00 pm Joint Service for Maundy Thursday (including
Sacrament of Holy Communion) at United
Reformed Church

Fri 14 Apr 7:30 pm Joint Service for Good Friday at United
Reformed Church

Sun 16 Apr 8:30 am Easter Morning at the Market Place, followed
by Breakfast at United Reformed Church

 11:00 am Easter Morning Service in St John’s
7:00 pm Easter Praise Night at Kirkton Church

Sun 23 Apr 12 noon Soup Lunch
Sun 30 Apr 7:30 pm Evening Praise Service

 Sat 6 May tbc Church Ceilidh
 Sun 14 May- Sat 20 May  Christian Aid Week
 Sun 21 May 12 noon Heart and Soul 2017

Sun 28 May 7:00 pm Evening Praise Service

Sun 4 Jun 11:00 am Celebration of Holy Communion

Please refer to Sunday bulletins, local press or the church website for more
information or changes to the programme above.

Regular Worship Times
Normal Sunday Services are held at 11:00 am.
A short evening service, with prayers for healing, is normally held on the

second Sunday of each month at 7:00 pm
A Praise Service is held on the last Sunday of the month, also at 7:00 pm.
A short, mid-week service is held on Thursdays at 10:30 am.

Minister’s Vestry Times - Wednesdays and Fridays 9:30 am - 12:30 pm
Sunday Morning Prayers - 10:30 - 10:50 am, before morning service.

Diary: March to June 2017
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St John’s Church, Carluke
Prayer Day 2017

Saturday 8 April 2017

Hourly slots
9:00 am to 9:00 pm

For more information, contact
Jennifer Paisley on (01555)750201

All Welcome

Material for the next edition of St John’s News should be in the hands
of the editor NO LATER THAN Sunday 21 May 2017.
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James Gillon, one of our young folk, has been racing to success in the
world of cross-country running.  As this issue of St John’s News is
being prepared, his latest achievement is bronze in the Scottish Cross-
country Under 17 Men’s 3000 m race, held recently in Renfrew.
Karen Gillon, James’ mother and also Law and District Amateur Athletics
Club president, is justifiably proud of his success.  She says: “I’m
delighted for James.  Third place was unexpected but he ran really well.  It
is the first time our club has ever won a short course medal in that

competition.  He celebrated
by going to a fireworks
display in Glasgow and we
had a celebratory dinner on
Sunday night.  James has
put a lot of hard work in
and he’s had a lot of
support from the coaches.”
James and his clubmates
have benefited from the
terrific backing of
L&DAAC cross-country
captain, Bobby Hill, who
has done a lot to get young
people involved.
In January, James
contributed to the West of
Scotland success in the
Inter District

Championships by winning gold in the 6 mile race.  He needs to watch
out, though.  His younger brother, Matthew is hot on his heels, gaining
success at a more junior level, but racing to catch his big brother up!

(Thanks to Carluke Gazette for permission to use their story as the basis of this article)

Well done, James!

James with Olympic athlete, Laura Muir, who won
the women’s race in Renfrew
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Christmas
Thank you to those of you who supported our Christian Aid Carol Service,
held in December in St Athanasius Church.
It was an evening full of surprises - the attendance far exceeded our
expectations and planning.  We ran out of orders of service, candles, gift
aid envelopes and more importantly we ran out of seating, with several
people having to stand at the back of the church.  More surprises were to
follow.  The film failed to show, but St Athanasius School Choir treated us
to some beautifully sung carols, and we had the added bonus of the Church
Choir singing a few choral items.
What an amazing sum of money was raised that evening through the
offering - £938.42 of which £365.50 was gift-aided, adding a further
£91.38, bringing the final figure to £1029.80.
One final surprise was the array of home baking to accompany our tea and
coffee after the service.  We have been accustomed to a simple biscuit in
the past !
Given the attendance, representative of all the churches in the town, and
the money raised for CA’s Christmas appeal, Christian Aid remains a force
for good in Carluke and a powerful display of our unity in Christ.

Anniversary
The very first Christian Aid Week was held 60 years ago, in May 1957,
when 316 towns and areas took part, raising £26,000, (around £440,000 in
today’s money).  In Carluke, we were a bit slower off the mark.  We
believe our first Christian Aid Week took place in 1963.  The following
article appeared in St John’s Newsletter in April 1963.

By now members of the community will have heard that Christian Aid
Week in May is going to be a very special event in Carluke.  All the
churches of the town are getting together to try to ensure a grand
response from all our townspeople in this most deserving of all causes.

Christian Aid
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 A slight - and almost unnoticed- sacrifice on the part of each one of
us as individuals will mean, quite literally, life and bread for someone
in some part of the earth we will never see.
Some of the plans already underway include (1) the redecoration of
the shop premises in the High Street which are the property of St
John’s, for use during CA Week as a Campaign Centre and Morning
Coffee Stall.  This is being undertaken by the Youth Fellowship of our
church as part of their contribution to the Freedom From Hunger
Campaign.  (2) a house-to-house visitation of the whole town by teams
of volunteers from all the churches.  (3) the setting up of committees in
each congregation to get ideas and promote individual efforts for the
Campaign in each congregation.  Our own Church representatives on
the main committee are Miss Sarah Watson and Mr David Keir.

It was reported in the following month’s Newsletter in May 1963 that £450
had been raised by the Churches of Carluke during their first Christian Aid
Week.

Christian Aid Week 2017
Fifty four years on from our first CA Week and the fact that we are still
here is not a victory.  The world is not getting any fairer.  So we won’t stop
now.  The Churches in Carluke will continue to support the work of
Christian Aid so that everyone can fulfil their right to a decent life.
Christian Aid Week 2017 will be held from 14-20 May.  St John’s day in
the Café will be Friday 19 May.  More details will follow nearer the time.

IN
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Kirk Session Teams
Many of the elements of our life as a Christian family based in St
John's are strong and very visible to the whole church community.
Others are less so, yet play very important roles in expressing our
identity in care, worship and mission.
The Kirk Session team structure has recently been updated to allow the
opportunity for gifted members of the congregation to contribute to
various aspects of church life with the purpose of enriching our fellowship
and our witness.  The remits of the teams are not prescriptive and in many
cases activities may overlap between teams.  It is hoped that cooperative
working will be the norm across teams where there is an obvious synergy.

GW

Pastoral Teams
Visiting  Pastoral visiting of housebound members by a dedicated team
has been well established for many years and is efficiently organised
under the guidance of Iris Nelson.  It is proposed that this effective and
valued team should continue its work.  The team could be strengthened
by addition of male visitors.
Care  This team has a rather wide remit to have oversight of the pastoral
health of the congregation.  That may mean targeted visiting to specific
individuals outside the scope of the established visiting team, eg where
there are particular family or personal circumstances, illness,
bereavement, times of need.  Consideration of the wider topic of visiting
across the church membership could also lie with this team and how we
reach and care for members.
Social Events  We are beginning to see an increase in various
congregational social events, ranging from Sunday soup lunches through
to ceilidhs, badminton and family Olympics.  An overview of these and
other events would fall in this team's area of involvement.
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Worship Teams
Worship  Advocating styles, times, lay involvement, music, training in
leading worship, combined worship with other churches/groups
Prayer Giving a focus to prayer in the church, times, styles, personal
prayer support, prayers for healing, Mission Priority Time for Prayer.
Communion  Preparation for communion, set-up and clearing away.
Arrangements for services.

Discipleship Teams
Christian Education  Learning, deepening our faith and commitment is
a lifelong activity.  The various Bible study groups which have been
running for several years provide opportunities to gather with others in
study and discussion of God's word.  These are one means of deepening
both understanding and fellowship.  Other opportunities could be
through reading, discussion, invited speakers, attending a variety of
learning days/conferences offered by the church and other organisations.
Youth Encompasses our established groups: Youth Church, JAFFA
Club, JAFFA 2, Grace Notes, Boys' Brigade, Scouts but also with a
wider remit to see how we meaningfully incorporate young people into
other aspects of the life of the church.  Should act as a reference point for
the various groups seeking to harmonise/balance resource allocation,
support etc.
Mission   Incorporating aspects of World Mission and Local Mission.
Possibilities of twinning, continuing contact and support for our current
partners overseas.  Other activities: Blythswood Care, UNICEF Jar of
Grace, Christian Aid, Our contribution to Parish Grouping Mission
Priorities.

(Contact persons for each of the teams are listed in the Church Directory
at the back of the newsletter.)
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How much do you know about the work and witness here in St John's?
Did you ever wonder what happens to you donations after morning service
at Time for Fellowship on  Sundays, at Kettle's On on Thursdays, or FAT
Club also on Thursdays.  Well if you are interested read on.
Each year, Moira Braynion donates your givings in a number of ways.  In
2016, money went to Education in Nigeria (more of that later), St
Andrew's Hospice, Mcmillan Cancer Support, Shelter (annually given
from Christmas Time for Fellowship), and our own Flower Circle to help
with the seasonal decoration of our sanctuary.  These donations totalled
£1126.66.  All from a cup of tea, a biscuit and a chat.
So what is this Education in Nigeria all about?  Last year Kettles On
undertook to give regular financial support to the education of two
children in Nigeria by sending £200 quarterly.  Thursday's FAT Club has
added £100 to the Kettle's On commitment.  Daberechi Johnson and
Divine Nnanna Jonathan have been helped to continue their studies.  The
children have begun their second term and are both doing well in school.
Daberechi Johnson's father writes: "the gift of support has brought
unimaginable joy to the family".  Daberechi was not allowed to sit her
exams because the family were unable to pay the fees for the second and
third term but thanks to the support given she is back and they are catching
up with the back dated fees.
CHOICES continues to serve our community and by so doing can support
local charities and respond to any worldwide disaster.
Our Christmas Lunch goes from strength to strength.  This was our 6th
year and we served 38 guests whose ages ranged from 1 to 80plus.  Our
guests come from anywhere in the Presbytery from Law to Douglas.
Contact is made through the food bank, social work, carers and self-
referral.  Not everyone is in food poverty, some would be on their own and

Mission Team News

Mission: a ministry commissioned by a religious
organisation to propagate its faith or carry on
humanitarian work.
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come for company.  Our local trades people are hugely generous.  Our
grateful thanks go to Ramsay of Carluke who supplies the turkey, a ham,
pigs in blankets and stuffing and now have us in their calendar of events,
Tesco for fresh vegetables and just about anything else we ask for, Station
Inn who send desserts.  Clarks the Baker supplies rolls (he ran out this year
and so baked us a fresh batch!).  We also get whatever is left over at the
end of Christmas Eve in cakes, scones etc.  Many other food donations
appear.  Money donations come in from all over the place, this year a total
of £585.  It is not all needed and so about £281 of it went to the Food Bank
(with the donors' agreement).  At least half of our volunteers have no
connection at all with St John's they just want to be a part of something
good helping others.
Over the last few months we have been supporting St Andrew's Hospice's
Capital Appeal.  The appeal is to allow a complete upgrade of the hospice
to bring the patient accommodation up to modern standards.  Our support
so far has come from Time for Fellowship, a soup lunch, a retiring
offering, the Guild and selling pin badges and books and Kettles On.
Our mission work is not purely financial.  We support all of the above in a
prayerful manner.  Very much in need of our prayers at the moment are
Scott and Nok Murray in Kwai River Christian Hospital.  They are going
through difficult professional times and more and more sense God is going
to call them from the hospital to serve elsewhere.  Scott writes that he and
Nok are at peace with the idea of leaving but he would prefer not to be
under a cloud of suspicion of abusing his position of director in the
hospital.  (See page 14)
There are many other areas that St John’s supports: UNICEF, Christian
Aid, Street Level, Blythswood Shoe Box Appeal, to name a few.
In Matthew 9: Jesus says “the harvest is plentiful but the workers are few.
Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest
field”.  Sometimes it is easier to help financially than to give of our time
and talents and yet these two are needed badly.  Moira Braynion could do
with extra help on a Sunday.  She would like to be able to form at least one
more team but would be happy to have enough volunteers for more.
Choices badly need help in the shop.  Iris Nelson will shortly be looking
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for street collectors for Christian Aid and a few more volunteers for the
Christmas Lunch would ease the three day task: 24th December -
preparation, 25th - lunch, 26th - clear up.  One of our local hairdressers
wanted to make a donation.  We had to tell her we didn't really need any
more money so she offered herself instead and joined us on the 25th in the
kitchen.  How wonderful is the gift of self.
Our next major project is looking into Twinning; connecting St John's with
the world church, but that will be for the next magazine.  In the meanwhile
please pray for all the work St John's does to further God's Kingdom in
Carluke and beyond.  As Christians we are actively called to spread God's
word and love and to make a positive difference in His world.

AR

Mission Team Report (Continued)

Bridal
Curtains

Alterations
Custom Wear

Call Liz on 01555 771 896 or 07913 820 057



Kwai River Christian Hospital
In the last issue of St John's News, we reported that Scott had been in
disagreement with the Board of Management of the Kwai River
Christian Hospital (KRCH) and that, as a result of this, he felt that,
perhaps, God was leading Nok and him to new challenges.  The
decision to remove Scott as Hospital Director was to be considered at a
meeting on 2 December.
At that meeting, the Board apologised for their actions, which seem to
have been based on incorrect information.  However, Scott and Nok have
handed in their resignations, although the Board may insist in the
completion of their 5-year contract, which ends in May 2017.  On 13
December 2016, Scott had a meeting with some of the leaders of the
Church of Christ in Thailand (CCT), who have authority over KRCH.
Although nothing much was achieved at this meeting, it allowed for a
more friendly relationship between the Murrays and the CCT leadership
and the hope that they might leave without recriminations.

Health Department Annual Inspection
This was carried out on 16 December 2016 and Scott was not surprised to
be informed that the operating room and labour room did not meet with the
department's standards.  He was also told that, as a minimum staffing
level, the hospital needed to add another doctor, a pharmacist, a radiologist
and a lab technician - all by 20 December!  At the time of writing, we do
not know if Scott was successful in finding these essential staff members.

Family Matters
Scott was invited to lecture at the Post-Graduate Tropical Medicine course
at Glasgow University at the end of January 2017.  By the time you read
this, he will be back in Thailand.  Nok is continuing with teacher training
towards a Thai Teacher's Certificate and License.  Should the Murrays
move to Chiangmai, the Grace School (where the boys are educated) has
offered Nok a post as school nurse or teacher from August 2017.
As ever, Scott and Nok are thankful for your prayers, especially at this
time of uncertainty.  Please continue to remember them in your prayers.



DRIVE WELL WITH
REV L

PHONE 07845395446
E MAIL davidgrns@aol.com
WEB: WWW.REVL.CO.UK

Fully qualified DSA approved Driving Instructor

Registered member of the motoring schools
association of Great Britain.

Very competitive prices. Block booking
discounts

Free student information pack on first lesson.
Full training from beginner to Pass Plus lessons.

David K Greenshields DSA

REV L   D R I V E R  T R A I N I N G

For Help With General Jobs and Repairs
Around Your Home and Garden

Tony Hazlewood
HANDYMAN

Property Maintenance, Flat Pack Assembly,
Shelving, Doors Hung and Handles Fitted,

Fencing Erected or Repaired

And Much, Much More
If unsure, give me a call

Friendly, and Reliable
Please call for a Free Estimate:

Tel: 07824 395 282
E-mail: CarlukeHandyman@gmail.com


