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Dear members

Choice of Sole Nominee for St John’s
Now that the elders of both St John’s and St Andrew’s have received the
news of the Nominating Committee’s choice for a Minister to preach for
the vacancy, things are moving at last.  You will all be able to hear the Rev
Elijah Obinna, minister of the Presbyterian Church of Nigeria, preach in
both buildings on Sunday 20 September 2015.
This is in order to reflect the inclusive journey two congregations are
making towards the eventual Union. Following a successful result, your
new minister will become Minister of St John’s, but if at any time in the
future the Rev Helen Jamieson were to demit, he would then become
Minister of the new United charge, which has already been designated
Carluke: Forest Kirk.
A Journey of Faith Together
So before us lies a new future, and a journey of working together and a
new pastor to lead and work with you in the exciting task of realigning the
mission of Christ in Carluke.  There are difficult decisions still to make –
eg choice of buildings for the united charge, joint organisations and
leadership roles; but at every stage I hope members will be active to
support and pray for all who are seeking God’s guiding in taking decisions
for the future.
A Divine Presence to Guide us
As a people of faith, we can be sure of this:  God will guide us when we
ask Him.  St Paul reminded a local Church:

“I am sure that God, who began this good work in you, will carry it
on until it is finished on the Day of Christ Jesus.”

May you all be encouraged to love one another and support one another as
all organisations resume after the summer.

God bless you all.
Ian MacKenzie
(Interim moderator)

Pastoral Letter
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Material for the next edition of St John’s News should be in the
hands of the editor NO LATER THAN Sunday 22 November 2015

Special services between now and the next issue of St John's News:
Final details for Harvest and Remembrance services were not available
at time of going to print.  Please watch Sunday bulletins, local press or
visit the church website for more information as it becomes available.

 Sun 20 Sep Preaching by Sole Nominee
 10:00 am Service at St Andrew’s
 11:30 am Service at St John’s

 Sun 4 Oct Harvest Thanksgiving

 Sun 9 Nov Remembrance Day
 10:45 am Open air service at Market Place, including
  2 minute silence at 11:00 am

 11:30 am Morning Worship in St John’s

Normal Sunday Services are held at 11:00 am.  A short evening service,
with prayers for healing, is normally held on the second Sunday of
each month at 7:00 pm.  A short, mid-week service is held on
Thursdays at 10:30 am.

Worship Diary

Celebration of Holy Communion will next be held on

Sunday, 6 December 2015



Autumn 2015 5

The Guild
Session 2015-16 will start on Wednesday, 7 October at 1:30 pm with a
Greet and Meet meeting.  This is an exciting time for us as we start
with 6 new projects for the next 3 years:

(Visit www.churchofscotland.org.uk/serve/the_guild/projects for further
details of these projects)
Before Christmas we will have, among others, speakers from Feed the
Minds and Street Pastors with the others to follow either in the following
session or over the next year.
The money raised by the Guild in Scotland over the last three years
amounted to £775,076.90. I think that’s a really good achievement.
So, come and hear some good speakers and then have a cup of tea and a
blether.  All are made welcome Male and female. Hope to see you there

Jennifer Paisley

Feed the Minds Breaking the cycle of female genital
mutilation.

Ascension Trust (Scotland)
- Street Pastors

Working with Churches to identify where
they are needed.

Prospects - All friends
together

Helping Churches working to welcome end
include people with learning disabilities.

Christian Aid Working in Bolivia to help save the rain
forest in the Amazon.

Mission International -
Haiti Project

Their aim is to build a Church based
school/community centre in the poorest of
areas. To feed body and spiritual  needs.

Care for the Family - Let's
stick together

To work with Christian compassion to help
support families in need, Families of any
faith or none.
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Church Choir
It is hoped to try and form a small choir within the church.  This would
involve singing fairly simple music and performing on a few occasions in
the year.

The first practice took place on Sunday 6th September, after the service.
A number of people have already expressed interest and any others would
be most welcome.  Contact Joe Bradley (01555 751797) for further
information.

3�� Carluke Boys’ Brigade
By the time you get this Newsletter, the new session will have started.
Registration night was the 28 August, but boys from 5-15 years of age are
welcome along any Friday night:

Anchor Boys (5-8 years) - 6:00 to 7:00 pm.
Junior Section (8-11 years) - 6:45 to 8:30 pm.
Company Section (11-15 years) - 6:45 to 8:30 pm.

JAFFA
JAFFA (Jesus A Friend For All).  During our meetings each week, this is
the message the leaders try to convey to the children.
JAFFA Club is a mid-week club for children in P1-P7, meeting on
Tuesdays during term time from 6:30 to 7:30 pm.
JAFFA 2 is for young people in S1 to S4, meeting approximately 3 times
per month on either a Thursday, Saturday or Sunday evening.  An off-
shoot of JAFFA 2 is a singing group, Grace Notes, which  has, on
occasion,prepared items for church services.

Other Organisations
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Youth Church
 Our children and young people have all now returned following the
United summer services.  We are excited at the what the year ahead holds
for us and the children and young people that God has entrusted to us to
support as they grown up in our family here in St Johns.
We are delighted that Lesley Weir and Andrew Kerr will be joining the
team this year but we could still do with more help particularly as one of
our leaders, Megan Hoey, moves to pastures new and an exciting new
adventure as a student at Stirling University.
We would like to encourage you to become more involved in the lives of
our young folks, and we would like to establish a prayer partner scheme
where someone in the congregation commits themselves to praying
regularly for one of the children. We will provide you with a photo and
some information and we ask that you remember them each day. If you
would like to be involved please let Karen Gillon know either in person,
by email at youth-church@carluke-stjohns.org.uk or by calling her
on 750063.

Bridal
Curtains

Alterations
Custom Wear

Call Liz on 01555 771 896 or 07913 820 057
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The Murray family arrived, safely in Glasgow on 14 June.  The boys,
Shane and Ray, returned to Thailand at the end of July to get ready
for the start of school in August.  Meanwhile, Scott, Nok and Cara are
staying in Scotland and plan to travel back to Thailand on 6 October.
While he is here, Scott is working as a locum consultant surgeon at
Crosshouse Hospital in Kilmarnock where the staff are being very helpful
and supportive of the doctor who works in the "jungle"!  Scott is hoping to
get up to date with new treatments and equipment that might benefit the
work at KRCH.
The visit to Scotland had left KRCH without a surgeon for a month until a
temporary replacement arrived mid-July.  In Scott's absence, there is one
other full time doctor who is joined from time to time by volunteers from
various countries for short periods.  Between them, they have coped with
the work of the hospital although it has meant more than normal referrals
to the government hospital, some 4 hours away.
Cara graduated from High School at the end of May and, although she was
offered a place to study in Canada, the Murrays felt she should spend some
time in Scotland.  She will study at Cardonald College in Glasgow to pass
some Scottish exams to allow her to go to University here.  Next year, she
will apply to Strathclyde University to study Business.  Because of her
Scottish background, she will have "home student" status.  Cara has also
found a job and, having been captain of her high school basketball team
last year, has joined a local team.  She practices with them twice a week
and plays in competition games at the week end.
Scott asks us to pray for

►The ongoing, never-ending need for doctors and nurses at the hospital.
►Scott's design for the new hospital building.
►Ongoing fund-raising for the new hospital.  The target is $6 million of

which $2.5 million has, so far, been raised.  With a grant of $2 million
applied for from USAID and the promise of a further $1 million from
another source, this leaves them $500,000 still to raise.

►The hospital evangelism, that it continues to bear fruit for the Lord.

The Murrays in Scotland
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Scott was invited to preach in St John's on Sunday, 23 August.  His
message, "Seeing Obstacles as Opportunities", was based on the story
of the Good Samaritan, putting a different slant on a familiar story, and
was well-received by the congregation.  Scott was accompanied by
Nok, who gave the All-age talk teaching the congregation how to say
"God loves you" in Thai, and Cara.  There was a retiral offering which
was donated to Scott to help the work of KRCH and after the service,
there was a soup and sweet lunch, proceeds of which were also given to
Scott.

After the lunch, Scott gave an illustrated talk about the work of the
hospital where his message from the morning's sermon was shown in
action with unexpected situations resulting in opportunities for
evangelism.  At the time of writing this, a total of £751.15 had been raised
with which Scott was delighted and grateful for the congregation's
generosity.
Time for Fellowship on Sunday 30 August will be organised by JAFFA 2
and, again, proceeds will be sent to Scott.
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Many of you will recall that flooding in Malawi decimated homes and
communities across Southern and Central Malawi.  Our friends at Open
Arms have been working to support families who have seem their homes
damaged or destroyed. Thanks to your generosity earlier this year, two
families whose homes were completely destroyed are now  able to live in
brick houses, with metal roofs, a great improvement on the homes that
were destroyed and a much more secure place to live as they face
increasingly variable weather due to climate change.

Adam Silaje pictured here now lives with
his Aunt and siblings. Adam was brought
up in Open Arms following the death of
his mother but has now been able to
return to his family.

Like Adam, Chiku John was brought up
in Open Arms and he now lives with
his granny. Please remember both of
these children, their families and the
staff at Open Arms in your prayers.

Malawi Update
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"It's not much use going on your knees on a Sunday and praying for
the poor, if you're not prepared to get up and actually do something.
One of the big strengths of Christian Aid is that it gives you the
chance to put something that matters to you into action, because you
believe in it."

So said a Christian Aid Week volunteer.  And that's exactly what the
Carluke Churches did in May this year.  A recent letter from Kathy
Galloway, Head of Christian Aid Scotland, acknowledged receipt of
£12,800 from fundraising by the Carluke churches during Christian Aid
Week, and thanked all who helped to take Christian Aid Week into our
community.  A cheque for £420, raised at our Carol Service in December,
was also sent to H.Q. just after Christmas.  So our grand total of £13,220
(the highest amount we've ever raised) went a long way to raising what is
expected to reach £1.5 million in Scotland alone.
Although Christian Aid week is over for this year, the work done by
Christian Aid, and its partner organisations throughout the world, never
stops.

Lord, to those who are hungry give bread, And to those who have
bread, give a hunger for justice.

IN

Christian Aid
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Vacancy Update
In church on Sunday 23 August 2015, George Reid, Chair of the
Nominating Committee, announced to St John's congregation that,
after 16 months of rigorous search, a Sole Nominee had now been
identified. George emphasised that the Committee had made its
unanimous decision after much prayerful consideration.
The Sole Nominee is the Rev Dr Elijah Obinna, from Nigeria, where he
currently works in the Presbyterian Church of Nigeria. He has also worked
in USA and has spent 5 years in Edinburgh at St Stephen's, Comely Bank
and St Giles' Cathedral, as well as lecturing at Edinburgh University.
The Nominating Committee believes that Dr Obinna meets all the key
criteria identified in the Parish Profile, including those of personal
doctrine, working with a congregation in their day-to-day lives, developing
the union, supporting established ministries alongside a vision for the
future, facilitating change and working with the wider Christian
community in Carluke.

Rev Dr Elijah Obinna, his wife, Favour,
and their children
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Dr Obinna is a quiet, thoughtful man with a sense of humour, willing to
listen and learn from others yet is also willing to challenge others. He is
married with four small children and is a committed family man.
Dr Obinna will preach in both churches on Sunday 20 September, in St
Andrew's at 10:00 am, then St John's at 11:30 am.
George thanked the congregation, on behalf of the nominating committee,
for placing their trust in the Nominating Committee. He believes that the
nomination of Dr Obinna will show that trust to be well-founded.

What Happens Next?
After each service, there will be a vote of the congregation.  You will be
asked whether you are in favour of electing Dr Obinna or not.  The voting
slips from St Andrew’s will be brought to St John’s and the two sets of
slips mixed BEFORE they are counted.  It will not be possible to know
how each congregation voted.  The count will be scrutinised by members
of Presbytery and, when a result is obtained, a meeting of the joint Kirk
Sessions will be called to announce the result.  It is expected that this will
be soon after 1:00 pm on the 20 September.  Members and adherents of the
congregation are welcome to wait until the announcement is made and
members from St Andrew’s will be invited to join those in St John’s.
As a member, or adherent, of St John’s, you strongly encouraged to
attend the service, if possible, on the 20 September and cast your vote.
If the result of the ballot is FOR electing Dr Obinna, then members of both
congregations will be invited to sign the Call over the following week or
so.  Whether you attended the service or not and whether you voted FOR
or AGAINST the election of Dr Obinna, you are entitled  to sign the Call,
and you should make every effort to do so.  Special arrangements will be
made to enable the housebound, and others who cannot manage to get
down to the church, to sign.
Watch the Sunday bulletin, or visit www.carluke-stjohns.org.uk for further
information.

GR
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Healthy Valleys is a community-led health
initiative working to reduce health in
equalities, promote positive lifestyles and
improve health and wellbeing in rural

South Lanarkshire.  In partnership with Healthy N Happy
Community Development Trust, we have received funding from the
Big Lottery Fund to deliver our successful Re Connect Project for a
further 3 and a half years.
We will work with a dedicated team of volunteers to support older people
who face a range of issues which increase social isolation and impact on
their ability to live independently.  Volunteers will offer practical and
emotional support to participants with a view to reintegrating them with
their local communities and therefore lessening isolation and loneliness.
Our goal is that participants will gain an increased ability to live
independently and feeling more positive about the future.
We are currently recruiting volunteers.  No specific skills or qualifications
are required but volunteers need to be friendly, outgoing and have good
communication skills . If you would like to make a positive difference to
the life of an older person, whilst making friends and developing new
skills, this is the role for you!
Out of pocket expenses and mileage are paid and we offer a fantastic range
of training opportunities in return for your commitment of a few hours a
week.
To be part of this rewarding project or to talk more about how to access the
services we provide, please contact Barbara
(barbara@healthyvalleys.org.uk), Fiona (fiona@healthyvalleys.org.uk)
or call 01555 880666.  We are also happy to come and talk to any
community groups who would like to know more about what we do.
All volunteering positions are subject to a criminal records check by
Disclosure Scotland.

Healthy Valleys
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Smillie Footcare
Professional and Friendly

Mobile Footcare Clinic - 07821 393938
Treatments Available
● Hard Skin/callus removal
● Painful corns
● Thickened nails
● Athletes foot
● Cracked Heals
● Nail cutting/reduction
● Diabetic/Arthritic foot
● Ingrown toenail

About me
Hello - I am a foot health
practitioner with a mobile
foot clinic, visiting patients
in their own homes in and
around  Lanark and Carluke
(10 mile radius)

Anne Smillie MCFHP/MAFHP
email - smilliefootcare@outlook.com

DRIVE WELL WITH
REV L

PHONE 07845395446
E MAIL davidgrns@aol.com
WEB: WWW.REVL.CO.UK

Fully qualified DSA approved Driving Instructor

Registered member of the motoring schools
association of Great Britain.

Very competitive prices. Block booking
discounts

Free student information pack on first lesson.
Full training from beginner to Pass Plus lessons.

David K Greenshields DSA

REV L   D R I V E R  T R A I N I N G



For Help With General Jobs and Repairs
Around Your Home and Garden

Tony Hazlewood
HANDYMAN

Property Maintenance, Flat Pack Assembly
Shelving, Partition Walls, Doors Hung and Handles

Fitted, Fencing Erected or Repaired
And Many More

If unsure, give me a call
Friendly, and Reliable

Please call for a Free Estimate:
Tel: 07827 360 511

E-mail: CarlukeHandyman@gmail.com


