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Dear members
Days are lengthening
It’s a sure sign of spring, even if some days have seem more like winter;
but the lengthening days bring with them a warming of the land, a bursting
out of new life, and before we know it, we’re on the road to Easter.
There are spiritual seasons also: sometimes we feel the road dark and even
heaven above threatening.  Sometimes we pray without any sense of God
actually present speaking to us his assuring grace.  The only thing we hold
on to is faith in his great promises:  “Ask, and you will receive; seek and
you will find ; know and God will open a door.”

Union with Christ is a Reality Christ maintains.
Christ is Head of his Church, and He has promised never to remove his
presence or the power of His Holy Spirit.  So, in the Christian path we
need to maintain our union with Christ our Lord.  As Christians and as a
Church, we need to cultivate all the Christian virtues in the midst of a
hard-nosed world:  cultivate love in the midst of self-centredness :
cultivate joy in the midst of conflicting desires: cultivate hope in the midst
of brokenness and despair: cultivate patience in the midst of instant
demands for growth:  cultivate kindness in the midst of self-sufficiency ;
cultivate gentleness in the midst of aggression; and cultivate self-control in
the midst of addiction.
Today there are many ideas out there that can lure us away from the central
task of every Christian:  to remain rooted in Jesus Christ, trusting Him,
listening to him, following him.  Forgiven and brought into fellowship we
need to be going out in his risen power to tell the Good News he offers to
the whole of Carluke and beyond.
Every blessing as a congregation.  Our special prayers for all in hospital or
experiencing difficult days.

Your Brother in Christ
Ian

Pastoral Letter
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Worship Diary
Normal Sunday Services are held at 11:00 am.  A short evening
service, with prayers for healing, is normally held on the second
Sunday of each month at 7:00 pm.  A short, mid-week service is held
on Thursdays at 10:30 am.

Special services between now and the next issue of St John's News:

Easter Week
Sun 29 March: Palm Sunday
   7.00 pm Joint Service in Kirkton Church.

Thu 2 April: Maundy Thursday
   7.30 pm Joint Service in Kirkton Church.

Fri 3 April: Good Friday
   7.30 pm Joint Service in Kirkton Church.

Sun 5 April: Easter Day
   8.30 am Community Service for Easter Day at Market Square,

followed by by breakfast at St John’s
   11.00 am Easter Morning Service

Please watch Sunday bulletins, local press or visit the church website for
and changes and more information as it becomes available.

Celebration of Holy Communion will next be held on

Sunday, 7 June 2015
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Used Stamps
Many thanks to everybody who supplied their used stamps. The target for
the year which ends on last day of February 2015 was £4500. At the end of
January 2015 the amount raised was £4300. With the stamps still to be
sold it looks likely that the target of £4500 will be reached. I will confirm
the final total in the June Magazine.
Once again many thanks to everybody who helped reach this worthwhile
total, please continue to keep the Used Stamps coming.

Greta & John

presents

A Concert
In aid of Braehead House

Friday 19 June 2015
7:30 pm

in St John’s

Songs from the Musicals
Tickets priced £8.00 including refreshments

from Marion Moffat (01698) 357232
or Braehead House
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In a previous edition of St John’s News, it was reported that Christine
had decided to retire from her work in Nepal and return to take up
residence in Fort William.  Things didn’t go quite as she planned.  Her
latest newsletter was received too late for the last issue:

Dear friends
Thank you for all your support and my very warmest wishes for this coming
year.  I am just back from Dolakha where we decided the year- long programme
wasn't really working so this was to be the last, but I am back there on Jan 2nd
for craft and then 10 days later for a big Secondary English event.   Then the
Kathmandu International Study Centre term starts and in desperation they asked
me, just before I went to Dolakha, to teach year 8 English for 4 days a week till
I leave (or beyond as it is not quite the end of the year then).  I felt I must,
though it makes Dolakha difficult, so next two in Christmas holiday and then I
will do a very big one for Primary in Easter holiday.   Before I was asked I had
agreed to do Teach for Nepal to Nepali volunteers (60 this year so they have to
stay 1 hour cycle ride away), not only 3 weeks daily but to prepare all the
science training with experiments and write maths and English assessments.  So
I have asked for year 8 lessons in afternoon so I can get back from Teach for
Nepal and helpfully there is half term then.
My careful plans to wind down to do all the sorting and packing are shattered.
But lying in bed under 3 layers of quilt, wearing 2 sweaters and cuddling hot
water bottle on last morning in beautiful Dolakha (when the sun is really up it is
actually hot ) the promise "You shall run and not be weary" just came (from
nowhere??) into my mind.  And so I am going at things more calmly believing
that it will be a good end anyway.
Winter is here.  I judge that by when I wear a balaclava in the kitchen.  I will
miss the lovely sunshine in the day.  I won’t miss the power cuts - now up to 10
hours a day.  I have had lots of encouragements about the new start in Fort
William and I hope to see more of you after that.  You may have heard that I
stupidly tripped over backwards(!) but I am now fighting fit again.
With my love
Christine

Christine Stone
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Christmas
Thank you to those of you who supported our Christian Aid Festival of
Praise, held in December in St John's.  The offering taken that night raised
£419.91, of which £314 was gift - aided.  With the government's pledge to
match the offering pound for pound, the total amount raised, including tax
to be reclaimed through gift aid, was £917.41.  This sum of money was
donated to Christian Aid's Christmas Appeal, to provide mobile health
clinics so that families in the most remote parts of Kenya can access life-
saving health care.

Happy Birthday
This year Christian Aid is 70 years old.  That's 70 years of Christian Aid
working to overcome poverty with local supporter groups and committees,
as well as individual church representatives, since it was formed in 1945.
There are currently over 5000 CA groups and committees across the UK
and Ireland, forming the lifeblood of Christian Aid.  Representing almost
20,000 churches, they raise tens of millions of pounds each year, mobilise
a vast army of collectors during Christian Aid Week and amass thousands
of campaign actions.

Thanks a million!
As we prepare for another Christian Aid Week, we are grateful to all our
supporters, who year by year ,make a positive and lasting difference.  To
all those who go door to door collecting, we want to remind you that in
recent years, in Scotland alone, this has raised more than a million pounds
for the work of Christian Aid.  An incredible achievement and one that
might help to inspire you as you gear up to get out there again this year.

Christian Aid News
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Christian Aid Week 2015
This year’s Christian Aid Week will be held from Sunday 10 May to
Saturday 16 May.  As usual, the Christian Aid Café will be held in St
John’s Hall from Monday to Saturday, with the exception of Wednesday.
This year, St John’s day is Tuesday 12 May.  Watch out for requests for
help and donations of food.   Also, during the week, the door-to-door
collection will take place and, again, watch out for requests for volunteer
collectors nearer the time.

Live faith, inspire hope, show love
This year's CA Week confronts one of the great injustices of our times:
discrimination against women and will feature Loko's story.  Loko lives in
Ethiopia.  With an absent husband and no livestock, she is shunned by her
community.  To make money she has to sell fire wood, which she collects
by going on a dangerous, back-breaking eight hour walk - four times a
week.  If she doesn't make these journeys, her children will starve.  Loko
dreams of owning a cow, whose milk will nourish her children and will
give her recognition and a voice in her community.  The gift of a cow can
do something amazing.

IN
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As you know, the money raised in this year’s Jar of Grace appeal will
be used to help UNICEF ensure that children who are put in danger
because of conflicts or natural disasters receive the aid they need as
soon as possible. Thank you to those who have already responded to
this appeal.
It would be really helpful if you could bring your Jar of Grace to morning
worship on Easter Sunday, 5 April. As usual, there is no need for you to
count the coins you collect. That will be done for you.  Can I also remind
you that you can - at no cost to yourself - increase the value of your
donation if you pay tax by completing the Gift Aid form on the UNICEF
leaflet and handing it in with your Jar of Grace. Just leave the amount
blank and it will be entered for you once the coins in your jar have been
counted. If it is not possible for you to bring your Jar of Grace on Easter
Sunday or if you have any questions about Gift Aid, please feel free to
speak to me.
Many thanks again for your support.

Chris Shanks

Jar of Grace

Bridal
Curtains

Alterations
Custom Wear

Call Liz on 01555 771 896 or 07913 820 057
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Since its formation in May last year, the Nominating Committee has
met regularly and very quickly developed into an enthusiastic,
committed team with a single aim:  to find the perfect candidate for
the vacancy in St John's (who, as you will remember may become the
minister for the united congregation of Forest Kirk if the deferred
union between St John's and St Andrew's comes about during their
ministry).
If a stranger were to come into one of our meetings, they would be hard
put to say to which church any individual member belongs.  The members
from all three churches have responded to the challenge with equal fervour
and all contribute equally to our work.  I think this is an encouraging sign
of our congregations' ability to work ever closer together towards an
eventual union.
After much initial discussion of the sort of ministry we are seeking, we
placed an ad in Life and Work in September and on both our churches'
websites.  A fair amount of networking with ministers and others known to
individual members of the Committee took place and we were encouraged
by two tentative enquiries which, although they did not go any further,
have helped to keep us optimistic.  We have also made personal contact
with several ministers whose names were brought to our notice one way or
another.
The Committee is in good heart and is vigorously pursuing various
avenues including further personal contacts and re-advertising the vacancy
in Life & Work – the advert will appear in the April issue.
Meanwhile, the committee would urge you all to continue to keep us in
your thoughts and prayers and to include the Prayer for the Vacancy in
your personal devotions.  If you don’t have a bookmark please ask for one.
We’re greatly encouraged by the use of this prayer during all our services
and to know that you are all upholding our work in your prayers.
We look forward to the time when we will be able to present a Sole
Nominee for your consideration.

GR

Vacancy - Update



For Help With General Jobs and Repairs
Around Your Home and Garden

Tony Hazlewood
HANDYMAN

Property Maintenance, Flat Pack Assembly
Shelving, Partition Walls, Doors Hung and Handles

Fitted, Fencing Erected or Repaired
And Many More

If unsure, give me a call
Friendly, and Reliable

Please call for a Free Estimate:
Tel: 07827 360 511

E-mail: CarlukeHandyman@gmail.com


