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Pastoral Letter

Dear Friends,
As some of you might know I am left handed and I am always interested in
stories about other “corrie fisters”.
I recently discovered that many people believe that the artist Picasso was
left handed.  Indeed many web sites give this information as gospel truth
even though he was most certainly right handed.  His right handedness is
proved by film and photographic evidence, so why then should so many
people believe an untruth.
The answer is that they took someone else’s words as fact.  They assumed
that what they read or had been told, was the truth.
It’s a reasonable mistake to make because we often have nothing but
hearsay to go on, but at the same time we need to be alert to the dangers,
for at the end of the day there can be no substitute for first-hand
experience.  Until we have seen the truth for ourselves, either by
witnessing it or testing its veracity, we cannot categorically say that we
know something.
This is also true when it comes to knowing God.
We need to learn from the example of the shepherds who when they were
told the good news that the Saviour had been born, went to find out for
themselves.
We might have been taught the faith when we were children, we might
have been brought up in a Christian home; we might have sat in church
and shared countless sermons; we might even know our bible back to
front; it makes no difference.  What matters is that we have met with
Christ; that we have put our trust in him and discovered the truth of his
words, the reality of his presence and we have put all of this into practice
in our own lives.
This Christmas time don’t let your faith rest on someone else’s experience,
on what others have told you about Jesus; turn to him, open your life to his
love and let the gospel be true for you!
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This will be my last letter to you as your Interim Moderator.  I have been
with you as Interim Moderator for almost a year now and in that time I
believe we have made huge strides towards our union with St Andrews.
The Nominating Committee is working hard on your behalf.  The new
name for the united congregation has been chosen.  However I know my
limitations and I believe that you need someone else now.  Someone with
other skills to take you further along the road.
It has been a privilege and a sincere pleasure to have been your Interim
Moderator.  In the mean time I will remain as your Locum Minister and
will be here with you over the Christmas period.
May I take this opportunity to thank you all for your many kindnesses to
me over the past year and to wish you all a very happy and peaceful
Christmas and New Year.
Your friend in Christ.
Bill.

Material for the next edition of St John’s News should be in the
hands of the editor NO LATER THAN Sunday 15 February 2015



Please don’t sit alone
Come along

and share our community
Christmas Dinner

on 25�� Dec
12.30-3.30 pm.

St John’s Church, Carluke
No charge - All ages welcome.
Transport provided if needed.

Phone 07913 820057
for more info and to
book your place.

Lonely?
Struggling?

Need company on
Christmas Day?
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Worship Diary

Normal Sunday Services are held at 11:00 am.  A short evening
service, with prayers for healing, is normally held on the second
Sunday of each month at 7:00 pm.  A short, mid-week service is held
on Thursdays at 10:30 am.

Special events between now and the next issue of St John's News:
All events in St John’s unless otherwise stated.

December
Sun 14 7.30 pm Christian Aid Festival of Christmas Praise.

 Sun 21 9.15 am Christmas Breakfast
11.00 am All-Age Christmas Service.

Wed 24 11.15 pm Watch Night Service.
 Thu 25 11.00 am Christmas Day Family Service at Kirkton

Church.
12.30 pm Christmas Lunch

 Sun 28 11.00 am Joint service with congregation of St Andrew’s
Church (in St John’s)

January 2015
Sun 4 11.00 am United Service, venue to be arranged.

Sun 1 March at 11.00 am - Celebration of Holy Communion

Please watch Sunday bulletins, local press or visit the church website for
late changes and additions as they become available.
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Dear Friends
A drastic and momentous decision! I have at last decided to leave Nepal
round about next June. I have thought about it before but with nowhere to
go to in mind and so much to do here it has not seemed right, but suddenly,
over a few days things seemed to come together that I should move to Fort
William,  and become involved in the lively Kilmallie Free Church.  It all
seems the last thing I could have imagined but this does seem the time to
leave and find what God has for me in the next staging place through life .
After 33 years here this move seems the most scary and difficult I have
ever made but I have told people here (so I can't change my mind and they
can get used to the idea!) and I am searching for somewhere small and
affordable enough to live, and am investigating all the logistics.  It is an
exciting and challenging step.
In the meantime there is plenty to occupy every moment here.  In Dolakha,
NK's training college building is nearly complete and last month I did the
second week of the English course.  Some teachers dropped out as in
government training courses teachers get paid whereas food (only) needed
to be paid by the teacher or the school.  But the group that came were
splendid and we worked very hard from 7.30am to 4.30pm every day.  To
give time to practise in their schools, the next one will be in December,
when I will need Arctic gear as Dolakha is very cold, though of course no
snow and nice sun in the day.  There is a new District Education Officer
unlike the usual typical civil servant and he is keen to involve and use
CEEA-Nepal as NK's organisation is called to do a whole range of training
courses including government ones.  So this is all very exciting to see local
people so committed and actually doing things and not just waiting for
outside "aid".  As it is just getting going this is the work I am most sorry
and concerned about to be leaving as NK and others can cover all subjects
except English.  English is the thing in such demand by everyone which is
taught so appallingly.  I have often thought about moving to Dolakha so I
could do more in terms of supporting teachers, visiting schools as well as
training and English teaching.  The reason I never have is because of all
the other calls on my time which mean I need to be in Kathmandu.

News from Christine Stone
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 So let me introduce Phurba Lama.  He and his wife are Dolakha people;
he has been a teacher there; his English is nearly perfect; and he has given
up a job in the civil service (job for life, little work and pension at the end)
to try and become a teacher trainer.  He has been with me on several
training courses, at the moment he is applying for courses to get good
qualifications and if there was a salary (the family does have to live!), he
would be happy to become part of CEEA-N and cover all the English
development for the district.  I personally will leave a little happier if I
don't just go leaving no-one to improve the English teaching.  So it will be
a question of say a 5 year commitment to raise enough monthly for a
reasonable salary for him.  A little from a lot of people or groups?
My other big job now is the revision or partly rewriting my Better English
text books.  I've done five already and have grades 4 and 5 left to do with
grade 4 just started.  I'm trying to say no to other training courses till I
finish as I need to stick at it all day and even short training courses take so
much attention and time.  However I have agreed to do a maths and craft
training for deaf teachers arranged by one of my former students in
Gandaki Boarding School who now works for disabled people with the
Finnish Evangelical Lutheran Mission.
I can hardly believe I only have 7 months left here.  Lots to miss, but new
things I don’t yet know about waiting for me.  And a lot of sorting and
tidying up and arranging to do first.  Thank you for all your support and
encouragement
With very wishes

Christine

Bookstall

Many thanks to all those who have ordered Bible reading
notes and other materials through the bookstall this year.

Thanks to your generosity £32 has been donated to the
Clydesdale Food Bank.

JW
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St Andrews Hospice is involved in two community palliative care
projects funded by Reshaping Care for Older People.  The
Care@Home project covers South Lanarkshire and Community
Palliative Care project covers North Lanarkshire.  In collaboration
with The Haven, Kilbryde Hospice and Strathcarron Hospice, they
provide enhanced palliative care support to patients and carers across
Lanarkshire.
Coping with a life limiting illness can be difficult and stressful for all of
the family so the service aims to give extra support by providing
information, someone to talk to and signposting to other services in the
community.
Each area has a Specialist Nurse, Complementary therapists and Volunteer
befrienders.  The services are provided to patients and carers in their own
home, as sometimes due to health or fatigue patients can’t access the
support centres or carers can find it hard to get time out of house.
Specially trained volunteers spend some time to support patients and
carers.  Just having someone to listen and talk to can go a huge way to
helping people cope.  They can feel less isolated and show improvements
in general wellbeing.  If carers feel relaxed and supported it makes it
easier to continue their caring role.

Within Clydesdale area we are currently looking to recruit some new
volunteer befrienders.   If you can spare a couple of hours a week to
spend time in the clients home and keep them connected with the local
community or for further information on the project contact:

Lorraine MacAlpine Care@Home Nurse (Clydesdale) on
07580173891 or Jane Rafferty Volunteer Coordinator 01236766951

Care@Home
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Youth Church News
Thank you for your continued prayerful support for the children and
young people who attend youth church.  In this increasingly
demanding world with so many more things happening on a Sunday,
we should always be thankful to God for the young people he gives us
to look after and teach about him.  We are really lucky here in St
John’s!  Our young people are a great bunch, every Sunday they make
us smile, even laugh, they have deep questions often way beyond their
young years and we are grateful for them.
Over the last few weeks we have been looking at some of the popular
parables as well as thinking about Harvest and what that means for us in
Scotland and for those in countries where climate change has meant the
weather is a bit less predictable and the rain doesn’t always come or it
comes too much.  We also had a lovely morning on Remembrance Sunday
thinking about those who had lost their lives in conflict but also
remembering those who had died in our families more recently and also
remembering our friends and family who we maybe don’t see as often as
we would like.
Our older young folk (S3 up) have been staying in Church and we will be
continuing with that.  Those in P7 to S2 are coming in every few weeks
and then reviewing the sermon in Youth Church.  That is good for them to
further develop their understanding of God’s plan for them and we hope
that you will chat to them all at the end of the services.
We are now focussing on Christmas.  Mark the 21 December in your diary
as there will be mice, a choir and so much more!
Thank you again for your continued support, please if you feel that you
could help us in Youth Church get in touch, it is worth it!

KG
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The Best Kept Secret
St John’s Guild held a Soup Sunday, on 16 November to raise funds to
support Guild Projects.  Jennifer Paisley describes these Projects:
Every three years the Guild Themes and Topics Committee chooses 6
projects which will run for three years and are supported by all Guilds.
The six supported at present are:

Scottish Churches Housing Actions Julius Project
This project is working on establishing Befriending schemes throughout
Scotland. Helping homeless and ex-prisoners and other disadvantaged
people to regain  their confidence and dignity back in practical ways.
They also give starter packs to people who have been homeless and are
re-housed and are very involved in food banks.

Ministries council---Out of India (We-volution)
This Charity gives help to unemployed.  Gives small loans and training to
start self-help groups. To rebuild confidence and self-reliance, to help with
training and development of new skills.  They also offer small accessible
loans to help start small businesses.  This encourages people to become
self reliant and many have started self help groups.

Crossreach—Heart for Art
Wonderful work is done with people who have Alzheimer’s, working with
them through art.  The beautiful paintings that are produced are almost
unbelievable.  Most of the people who attend the classes have never
painted before.  We had a speaker from this group at our meeting on 19
November, who told us that the Guild donations enabled them to expand.

Out of Africa into Malta(World Mission Council)
This is a group doing great work in Malta with the thousands of refugees
who land in Malta each year.  Started in St Andrews Church, it had
developed other partnerships and are doing great work.  Many who try to
reach Malta don’t ever reach the island as the overcrowded boats sink and
many thousands have perished.
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Mary’s meals (making a difference in Liberia)
We all know about Mary’s meals in Malawi.  They are doing the same
great work in Liberia and are now really involved in delivering food aid to
thousands of people involved in the Ebola outbreak in Liberia, so all the
support we can give them is really appreciated.

Comfort Rwanda
Giving the people of Rwanda shelter, small loans to build basic houses,
and enabling them to work and provide for families.  Already the Guild in
Scotland has helped build 30 homes with finance in place for a further 40.
The healing and reconciliation Ministry (Rwandan partners) are asked to
select the the people who benefit which allows the community to know
that the whole community can benefit.
Money raised by the Guilds for these projects till 12/11/2014
 Comfort Rwanda £ 78,825.71
 Crossreach- Heart for Art £ 117,501.41
 Mary’s meals Liberia £ 93,604.53
 Ministries council- Passage from India £ 69,032.56
 Scottish churches housing action Julius project £ 84,370.57
 World mission council Out of Africa into Malta £   82,018.43

TOTAL SO FAR £ 525,353.21
I am sure you will agree this is a really good amount to have been raised
and six new projects will be chosen to start in September 2015 and run for
the next three years.
We enjoyed our soup Sunday and hope everyone who attended enjoyed
their lunch. We may do another one around February so if you enjoyed it
come along next time to  support us in raising money for these projects.
Or even better come along and join us on Wednesday afternoons.  At
present we have 30 registered members so there is room for more. We
enjoy listening to a variety of good speakers and good company. We in the
Guild feel quite proud of the work we do but we do realize that we could
do so much more waiting to be done.

JP
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Kwai River Christian Hospital

As mentioned in the last issue of St John's News, the Murrays had a trip to
the USA.  They were warmly welcomed wherever they went, and gave 6
talks over the weekend to a large group of Taiwanese doctors who had
immigrated to USA.  They are looking to support the hospital in a very
practical way through helping to buy equipment and support those that
cannot afford their treatment and are sending a team to the hospital in
January 2015 for a 5 day trip.  The Murrays then  spent 5 days in Los
Angeles talking at mainly Lao and Thai churches, speaking another 6 times
at different groups and churches.  Many Thais in the US appeared to be
challenged by the fact that while they had left Thailand (mainly for their
own benefit) the Murrays had gone to Thailand to help the Thai people.
Despite the busy talking schedule, a few trips to some famous spots along
the coast as well as crossing the Golden Gate Bridge and walking through
Hollywood were included.  The Murrays are planning to be in the UK
between July and October 2015, so they are praying for adequate medical
and surgical cover
 Cara has just completed an International school soccer competition, held
at her own school, Grace International. Schools from Taiwan, Malaysia,
Philippines and Korea participated.  She led her team as the Captain to 3rd
place (a little disappointing as her team had won the competition the
previous year).  She will head off to Hong Kong for a similar competition
but in Basketball after the New Year.  She continues to do well at her
studies.  Do pray about what course she wants to study at University next
year or whether she should take a year off as a Gap year (and if so what to
do during it)!
After a year of discussions the leaders of the Church of Christ in Thailand
have decided that rather than build a new OPD for the hospital, a new
hospital should be built in a more accessible location in the small town of
Sangklaburi as the border crossing at 3 Pagodas Pass is set to become an
International crossing point and major hub for International trade.  This
means a need to design a whole new hospital, not just one building!!  This
is going to be a major investment in both time and energy to work on this
and find funding etc.  The major obstacle is getting professional staff to
come and work in this rather remote area and so the prayer request is to
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pray for 3 more doctors (total of 5 – Paediatrics, Obstetric and Internal
Medicine) and another 10 nurses within the next 2 years (when it is hoped
to open the new hospital).  Ten Thai doctors have been approached to see
if they would consider coming, some of whom are close to retiring, others
younger.  Do pray for God to move the right people to come and help set
up this border medical centre. More Evangelists are required, too.
This year the Christmas outreach will be held on 13 December, in front of
the hospital. Do pray for many to hear the Gospel.

Carluke Churches
Christian Aid

Festival of Christmas Praise

Sunday 14 December 2014 at 7:00 pm
in

St John's Church
led by

Reverend Susan Cowell

with
Mary Mulligan

Christian Aid Development Officer

and
Musically Yours

featuring
Janice Evans – Clarinet
Fiona Hobson - Piano

Organist: Fiona Hobson
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Delivering hope this Christmas
At Christmas we celebrate the safe arrival of God’s promised Saviour
and Son, Jesus Christ.  As we remember Mary’s arduous and life-
threatening journey to Bethlehem, we sigh with relief that it is so
different for us today.  But sadly, for thousands of women in Kenya,
the dangers and struggles experienced by the young mother of our
Saviour are all too real.
Emily Mutai, Head Nurse at Lolgorian Sub-District hospital, has seen her
fair share of loss.  Although over an hour by car from many of the Maasai
communities it serves, the majority of whom will have to walk the journey,
Lolgorian is still the closest health facility.
This Christmas, Christian Aid is supporting their dedicated partners as they
work to reach women and to support nurses like Emily.  Through locally-
based groups, they’re providing mobile health clinics so that families in
some of the most remote parts of Kenya can access life-saving healthcare.
Working closely with a community, these groups are setting up and
supporting mother-to-mother and father-to-father groups, providing safe
environments for people to share concerns and get advice.  Through its
training and support of community health workers, women are encouraged
to deliver in hospital, where complications can be spotted and treated.  The
uncertainty and danger that Mary faced 2000 years ago should be history.
Emily provides life-saving healthcare.  But it is not enough.  This
Christmas, we can save more lives in childbirth, now and for years to
come.  St John’s is joining with thousands of others to pray for women
across the world and raise money for the Christian Aid Christmas Appeal.
Come along to our Christian Aid Festival of Christmas Praise in St John's
Church on Sunday 14 December at 7.00 pm to find out more.  Help us
deliver hope for mothers and children all around the world.
And the Good News is that the UK Government will match every pound
raised, meaning double the difference for people living in poverty. Be part
of the transformation this Christmas

IN

Christian Aid News
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My Poem
My poem concerns the Universe
It is H U G E, such as the moon.

The moon has no atmosphere
Such as Earth.

God Bless the Universe
God Bless us

Ann MacCutcheon

Christmas Time for Fellowship
Sunday, 21 December

Please come along to time for Fellowship after

morning worship and enjoy mince, pies and

shortbread with your tea or coffee and, of

course, the Fellowship!



16 St John’s News

Will you help UNICEF in its work for children caught up in emergencies
around the world?

Conflicts or natural disasters can happen at any time and, when an
emergency arises, children are the most vulnerable. This year we are being
asked to raise funds to help UNICEF respond rapidly to deliver life-saving
assistance and protection, so that children in danger get the help they need
as soon as possible.

In 2014 UNICEF worked with other agencies to respond to emergencies in
over 50 countries around the world. These are just a few examples:

●In Guinea, Liberia and Sierra Leone UNICEF is working to help control
the spread of the Ebola virus, providing life-saving supplies to treat and
protect children affected, and to support over 7000 children who have
lost one or both parents.

●In Syria and Iraq UNICEF is working to give children crucial and life-
saving supplies such as warm clothes, clean water, medicine and
psychological support. Displaced by violence, many have lost
everything - family, friends and homes - and, as temperatures drop this
winter, over 7 million children are in danger.

●In South Sudan over 1.4 million people who fled their homes because
of the conflict remain displaced within the country and more than half
of them are children. In September UNICEF and the United Nations
World Food Programme completed their 25th joint emergency mission
to deliver life-saving supplies and services in the most remote and
conflict-hit regions of South Sudan. This work included immunizing
children against polio and measles, giving out learning materials and
water, sanitation and hygiene supplies and registering children separated
from their loved ones to begin the process of re-uniting families torn
apart by conflict.

Jar of Grace

Jesus said: “I was hungry and you fed me, I was thirsty and you gave
me a drink.  Whenever you did one of these things to someone
overlooked or ignored, that was me –  you did it to me.”

(Taken from Eugene Petersen’s translation of Matthew 25 in The Message)
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Here are a few of the ways any donation you make could be used

●£5 could provide 75 children with clean drinking water for two weeks.

●£9 could enable a family to collect, store and purify water

●£20 could provide life-saving  food for a child for a month

For anyone who doesn’t know about the Jar of Grace, please let me
explain:

● in January you can collect a leaflet giving information about the appeal;

● this leaflet has a label which you can detach and stick onto an empty
jar;

●before you eat a meal, in thanks for the food you are about to eat, you
are asked to put coins into your “Jar of Grace”;

●after Easter the money you have put into your jar will be collected and
sent to UNICEF.

If you would like to help UNICEF’s work for children around our world
caught up in emergencies please look out for the leaflets which will be
available early in the New Year.

Many thanks once again

Chris Shanks

Bridal
Curtains

Alterations
Custom Wear

Call Liz on 01555 771 896 or 07913 820 057



For Help With General Jobs and Repairs
Around Your Home and Garden

Tony Hazlewood
HANDYMAN

Property Maintenance, Flat Pack Assembly
Shelving, Partition Walls, Doors Hung and Handles

Fitted, Fencing Erected or Repaired
And Many More

If unsure, give me a call
Friendly, and Reliable

Please call for a Free Estimate:
Tel: 07827 360 511

E-mail: CarlukeHandyman@gmail.com

DRIVE WELL WITH
REV L

PHONE
07845395446

Fully qualified DSA approved Driving Instructor
Registered member of the motoring schools
association of Great Britain.
Very competitive prices. Block booking
discounts
Free student information pack on first lesson.
Full training from beginner to Pass Plus lessons.

David K Greenshields DSA

REV L  D R I V E R T R A I


