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Pastoral Letter
We are pleased to welcome Mr Bill Love, a Reader with Lanark Presbytery, as our
Interim Moderator and Locum during the vacancy.  This is his first Pastoral Letter.

Dear Friends,
I have been with you as Interim Moderator and Locum since the beginning
of February and already I feel quite at home.  As Interim Moderator I am
appointed by Presbytery to both St Andrew’s and St John’s in deferred
union and it is my job to guide both Sessions and the Nominating
Committee through the complexities of finding your next minister. [See
page 7 for more information about the progress of the Deferred Union
- editor]
I hope that I will bring you some consistency during the vacancy.  I will be
with you Sunday by Sunday for the foreseeable future so you will know
who to expect in the pulpit on a Sunday.  I am enjoying our Sunday
morning worship and this has made me think about why we come together
to worship God.
Possibly like me you are hooked on the Winter Olympics. Imagine going
to a football match or some other sporting event where the crowd sit
motionless and showing no sign of emotion or involvement whatsoever!
It’s unimaginable isn’t it? We need to show our feelings by chanting,
singing, clapping and cheering. Each one of these emotions shows how
much the event means to us.  Our faith should be like that too. After
everything that God does for us, how can we remain silent?  How is it
possible for us not to respond to the love, the grace and the many gifts God
pours out on us every day?
This is what our worship should be like. A spontaneous outpouring of
praise, thanksgiving, love and wonder. A way of telling God who much he
means to us.  Hopefully this is what our worship is like in St John’s.
I look forward to getting to know you better over the coming weeks and
months.
Your friend in Christ
Bill
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Worship Diary
Normal Sunday Services are held at 11:00 am.  A short evening service,
with prayers for healing, is normally held on the second Sunday of each
month at 7:00 pm.  A short, mid-week service is held on Thursdays at
10:30 am.

Sacrament of Holy Communion is celebrated on the first Sunday in March,
June, September and December.

Celebration of Holy Communion will next be held on

Sunday, 1 June 2014

Special services between now and the next issue of  John's News:
Final details for Easter services were not available at time of going to
print.  Please watch Sunday bulletins, local press or visit the church

website for more information as it becomes available.

April
Sun 13 Palm Sunday

  Joint evening service at  7.00 pm

 Thu 17 Maundy Thursday
  Joint service at 7:30 pm

 Fri 18 Good Friday
  Joint service at 7:30 pm

Sun 20 Easter Day
Community Service for Easter Day at Market Square at
8:30 am, followed by breakfast.

  Easter Service at St John’s at 11:00 am.
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In Brief

Bible Study Groups
What is God saying to the Church today?  Come and join one of the bible
study groups and find out.
Study groups meet on Tuesday Morning at 11:30 am, currently studying
the Sermon on the Mount.  A new, Lent study will begin on Tuesday 11
March; and Wednesday Evening at 7:30 pm, studying Acts.
All are welcome to either or both of these study groups.

Kettle’s On!
After a short break over Christmas,  the Kettle’s On again.  Despite the
weather, usually rain, we are as busy as ever with people joining us to
share in fellowship and friendship and to join us in worship at the
Thursday service.  One of our visitors Mrs Rebecca Parker, a founder
member of Kettle’s On,  celebrated her 92nd birthday with us.
The Christian Listening Service continues to be available on Thursday
mornings, from 10:00 am to 12:00 noon.

Helen Wyper

Jar of Grace
Every day over 4,000 children die from a vaccine-preventable disease.
As you know, the money raised in this year’s Jar of Grace appeal will help
UNICEF save the lives of even more children through vaccinations.  Many
of you started collecting coins as soon as the appeal was announced at the
start of the year but it’s not too late to be involved if you do wish to help.
Simply put coins in a jar whenever you sit down to a meal.
Please bring your Jar of Grace to the large hall after morning worship on
Easter Sunday, 20 April.  As usual, there is no need for you to count the
coins you collect.  That will be done for you.  Can we also remind you that
you can - at no cost to yourself - increase the value of your donation if you
pay tax by completing the Gift Aid form on the UNICEF leaflet and
handing it in with your Jar of Grace. Just leave the amount blank and it
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will be entered for you once the coins in your jar have been counted.  If it
is not possible for you to bring your Jar of Grace on Easter Sunday or if
you have any questions about Gift Aid, please feel free to speak to me.
Our thanks once again for your support.

Chris Shanks

The Guild
After the Christmas break the Guild meetings continued with a trip to the
Holy Land with Morag Barnstable.  Then we were off to Mont Blanc
walking with Ann Gracie.
We also learned about passports.  Did you know it was the Egyptians who
started them?
We had a walk down memory lane when photographs taken at Guild
events over the years reappeared.  Lastly our own Ann Forrest spoke about
CHOICES and how it came about.  Congratulations,Ann, and well done
on an idea which does so much good.  Happy 21st Birthday to CHOICES.

Helen Wyper

Time for Fellowship
Time for Fellowship is once more up and running for our new session -
February to June.  I would like to thank all the ladies who give of their
time to assist with tea and coffee after the morning service.  It is good to
see that more people are taking time to call round for a wee chat and
fellowship with one another.
Your generous donations have allowed us to give a total of £600 to
Malawi, St Andrew's Hospice and McMillan Cancer Care.
We are very busy each week and are looking for more help, so if anyone
can spare an hour after morning worship every so often, please speak to
me at Time for Fellowship, or phone 750915 for more details.
Yours in Christ

Moira Braynion
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In Mark's gospel. we read in chapter 10 of blind Bartimaeus meeting Jesus.
He cries out: "Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!"
Jesus asked him: "What do you want me to do for you?"
"Rabbi, I want to see."
"Go," said Jesus. "Your faith has healed you."
Immediately, Bartimaeus received his sight and followed Jesus along the
road.
The informal service, with prayers for healing, continues on the second
Sunday of each month at 7:00 pm.  This service is organised by a small
ministry team and the prayer circle promises to pray faithfully and
confidentially for the people named.
We have produced new cards to be offered to the congregation.  If you are
unable to come to the service and want prayers for someone or a situation,
please put the name on a request card.  Before submitting any name, please
get permission from the person concerned to have their name and
condition added to the prayer list.  It must all be in strict confidence, and
you must promise to pray for the person yourself.
Jesus asks each one of : "What do you want me to do for you?"  Let's just
tell him.  Make our requests for ourselves and others.
Everyone is welcome to this special service.

AJ

Service of Prayers for Healing

Need a change from your current utilities
suppliers to one that can provide the
following benefits:-

CASSIOBURY
BUSINESS SOLUTIONS

ANDY COOKE
cbs01@uwclub.net

Mobile: 07527 004882

  Single supplier for all your utilities
  Award-winning customer service
  Value that's unbeatable
  Easy to switch
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As mentioned in the last edition of St John’s News, the Presbytery of
Lanark has finally granted permission for the formation of a
Nominating Committee to seek a minister for the United Charge of
Carluke: St Andrew’s in Deferred Union with Carluke: St John’s.  Yes,
that’s the official title of the new charge as of now.
When a new minister is eventually called to the charge, he or she will, in
the first instance, be the minister at St John’s and only when (or if) St
Andrew’s becomes vacant will she or he become the minister of the united
congregation.  Until the union takes place, the two existing congregations
will continue as now, while working towards closer involvement.
In recent weeks, the Kirk Sessions of both churches have been preparing
Electoral Registers of members and adherents who will be entitled to vote
in an election of the Nominating Committee and also take part in the
election of a new minister.  As has previously been intimated, the
Nominating Committee will comprise 8 members from St John’s and 5
from St Andrew’s.  All 13 will have equal status within the Committee.  In
addition, there will be 2 non-voting members from Kirkton, in line with
Parish Grouping procedures.
Before the Nominating Committee is formed, there will be a meeting
between the two Kirk Sessions and members of the Presbytery Vacancy
Procedures Committee.  This is to ensure that the correct procedures are
adopted when finding and electing a new minister.
It will be important to elect as representative a group of members as
possible to the Nominating Committee, so all members and adherents are
to be encouraged to consider who they might nominate to the Committee.
It is also important that as many members and adherents as possible attend
church on the day when the Nominating Committee is appointed, so please
keep an eye open for the announcement of the date, in church or on the
church website at www.carluke-stjohns.org.uk.

GR

Deferred Union



8 St John’s News

Local Mission - Past, Present
and Future
Throughout its history, St John’s has spearheaded numerous outreach
projects in Carluke and taken the lead in many local mission activities.
One hundred and seventy years ago, a small group of ordinary men
left the Established Church to form the Free Church in Carluke.
Born out of the disruption in 1843, a church building was erected in
Orchard Street.  However, twenty-two years later in 1865, our
forefathers, blessed with vision and faith, created a new building on
our present site in order to extend the church’s mission in the town.
Just a few years later, in 1879, we have a further example of the
missionary spirit of the congregation when our church leaders became
prime movers in the planting and building of the Free Church in Law
Village.
In 1900 the name of St John’s was adopted - St John’s United Free
Church - and over the next few years, with a fast growing congregation,
there was a need to enlarge the building with a hall, transepts in the
church, vestry, session house, cloakroom and lavatory accommodation.
The funding for this project came from the Great Bazaar held over three
days in the Town Hall.
In 1929, the United Free Church reunited with the Established Church and
we became who we are today, St John’s, Church of Scotland.
From these early humble beginnings, St John’s has continued its mission
of reaching out to the community.
The nationwide Tell Scotland Movement of 1956 was taken forward in
Carluke by our minister at that time, the Rev Jack Goring who also
initiated the first Watch Night Service in the town on Christmas Eve 1956.
He also introduced the Ministry of Healing into the life of the church in
Carluke.  These three examples of local mission live on to this day.
Eleven years later in 1967, St John’s embarked on a Parish Development
Programme (PDP), the only congregation in Carluke to participate.  Under
the leadership of the Reverend Alan Reid, this was an event that turned the
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congregation around from concentration on our own church, building and
organisational life to face the needs beyond our doorstep.  Another
example of mission that continues today.
Thirteen years later in 1980, during Rev Dr Bill Peat’s ministry, a leap of
faith was taken to rebuild and extend the hall accommodation at a cost of
£100,000.  The new halls provided much needed meeting space for other
Christian and community organisations, still in demand today.  While this
rebuilding was ongoing, Dr Peat introduced a short service of worship on
Thursday mornings, known at that time as the Shoppers Service.
From the 60’s through to the early 90’s, teams of Guild ladies, carrying
their homemade scones and pancakes, faithfully travelled by bus every
Thursday afternoon to the Geriatric Ward 29 at Law Hospital.  There they
helped serve teas and goodies with caring cheerfulness to the patients,
many of whom never got any visitors.
During Rev William Storrar’s ministry, from the mid 80’s to early 90’s, a
number of ground breaking initiatives were embarked upon:
ü The Drop in Centre, an add-on to the Thursday service, was established.

Thirty three years later, the re-named Thursday morning service and
Kettle’s On have not lessened their enthusiasm and impact on the town.

ü A Let’s Share membership renewal programme was embarked upon,
involving all church members and reaching out to those whose
attendance at Sunday worship had fallen away.

ü In the summer of 1990, St John’s started a Holiday Club for primary
school age children.  Now a Parish Grouping project, it is still as
popular as it was 23 years ago.

ü In 1991 our Kirk Session was greatly concerned about the problems
surrounding the youth in our community, affected by under age drinking
and drug abuse.  The suggestion of employing a full time youth worker
was taken up with other churches in the town and the rest as they say is
history.  From the concerns raised by a small committee within our
Session, Street Level was born and remains an integral part of the
churches’ local mission in Carluke.
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Early in Rev Mike Frew's ministry, in 1993, St John’s was to celebrate the
150th anniversary of the founding of our church.  Many events and sales
of memorabilia took place at that time, but the most significant spin-off of
this momentous event was the idea of reaching out to the community in a
real practical way.  The Pastoral Care Team, aware of the increasing effects
of unemployment and economic depression following the closure of
Ravenscraig, embarked on a project of opening a Church Community
Shop, aimed at meeting a demand for good quality articles and clothing at
affordable prices.
With the help of a £1000 loan from session, and a band of joiners and
painters from the congregation, the Church Community Shop opened its
doors in Hamilton Street on 27th February 1993.  After a hectic six weeks,
staffed by ladies from St John’s, it became clear that more help was needed
to support the project.  The other churches in the town were drawn into the
project, which as we know has developed over the years beyond all
expectation.
From small beginnings 21 years ago, CHOICES  (Churches Helping
Others In Christian Evangelistic Service) has provided a much needed
resource within the town, making financial profits which have been
disbursed locally and nationally as the need arises, not least, Street Level
whose existence today, relies heavily on the financial support it receives
from CHOICES.

Local Mission (Continued)
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After deduction of rent, rates, utilities and other running costs a staggering
£427,015 has been raised from sales, donations and bank interest, and
returned to the local community and to national disaster appeals over these
past 21 years.
So to CHOICES and to Mrs Anne Forrest who has been its driving force
over these past 21 years, we say Thank You

Happy 21st Birthday & Many Happy Returns to CHOICES
History has taught us that mighty oaks from little acorns grow.  These are
only a few examples of local outreach events and mission initiatives in the
history of St John’s.  There are many others, too numerous to mention,
carried out by our Guild, Young People’s Group, Youth Church, Time for
Fellowship, Kettles On and other church organisations.
Let us, with God’s help, continue to have a caring, sharing ministry in St
John’s.

The fire on the alter must be kept burning, it must not go out.
 Leviticus 6:12

 And so to the future!
In spite of falling church membership, much continues to be achieved.
However, in these changing times we have come to learn that our churches
need to work together as they do with Christian Aid, Scottish Bible
Society, Children's Mission, CHOICES, Street Level, Christian Listening
project and the Food Bank. These are all fine examples of the local
churches at work today in the community.

IN
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This year, Christian Aid Week’s
theme is of Peace and
Reconciliation. The Bible and the
Church have much to say on this
issue, and it’s an area that
Christian Aid is working on all
over the world from Afghanistan, to Syria, to Zimbabwe.
For a growing number of people across the world, the horror of war is a
part of daily life.  Right now, fuelled by the devastating violence in both
Syria and the Democratic Republic of the Congo, the number of people
driven from their homes by war is on the rise It stands at 42 million – an
appalling statistic and a stain on the conscience of humanity.

War tears lives apart.  We can’t turn our backs.  We must act now.  The
good news is that St John’s, together with Kirkton, St Andrews, St
Athanasius’ and the URC can make a real difference.  Last year we joined
20,000 churches across the country and helped to raise over £12 million
for Christian Aid Week.

This Christian Aid Week (11–17 May 2014) the aim is to go even further
with every church in Britain and Ireland getting involved – whether by
giving, acting or praying.  Together people living in fear will receive the
message. “You are not alone.  We’re with you, helping you to rebuild your
lives, and working for peace”.

Imagine what such an expression of love would mean to people searching
for the strength to cope with the devastation of war, and how it could help
to drive out their fear.  Demonstrate God’s love for those living in poverty
and show how much good the church is doing in the world this Christian
Aid Week.  Together we can reach the 42 million people caught up in
conflict and help them live a life free from fear.

Be an instrument of God’s peace: Give, act and pray this Christian
Aid Week

IN

Christian Aid News
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Thank you
My family and I would like to thank the people of St John’s for the
kindness shown to us by them over the past few difficult months.  The
thoughts and prayers of all those who knew of my illness meant so much
to us at the time and the kindness shown by them and many others since
getting home from hospital has made us feel very humble.
St John’s is a very special church with very special people and we want to
take this opportunity to make sure you all know it.   A huge thank you to
everyone.
Footprints in the Sand went through my head every day when I was in
hospital and I know there were many times that only one set of footprints
could be seen.  I know that God carried me then and thankfully walks
beside me today and every day.
God Bless you all.

Janice Ord

Bridal
Curtains

Alterations
Custom Wear

( 01555 771896
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On Sunday, 23 February, at Time for Fellowship after morning
worship, a cake was presented to David McLeod and Jim McCall, on
the occasion of their 90th birthdays.
Both men have served St John’s faithfully for many years on the Kirk
Session and Glenn Walker, the Session Clerk, gave a short speech of
congratulations before the nonagenarians blew out their candles and cut
the cake together.  For reasons of Health and Safety, the number of candles
on the cake was restricted to 3 for each man!

Happy Birthday!

Jim McCall and David McLeod cut
their joint birthday cake
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Clydesdale Food Bank
The Clydesdale Food Bank has been working hard over the past few
months to help feed those who are struggling to feed themselves.  The
demand grows month after month and in January there were 96
referrals which is almost twice the December level.  Most of the
demand is from Carluke but all parts of Clydesdale are showing an
increase.
So far we have been able to meet the needs and we continue to be amazed
and humbled by the way in which God directs people to fill the gaps as
they appear. Please know that we are very grateful indeed for all your
support, be it a single can or a whole shopping bag.
We have reverted to having a designated Sunday in each church to collect
food  as many said they found that easier to remember.  St John’s Sunday
is the first of every month.  However we are happy to accept donations at
any time, either at the church or at the food bank itself. Indeed we have
some lovely members of the general public who faithfully hand in a bag of
shopping each week based on the list in the Gazette.
On 14 January we held an inaugural AGM at which a Management
Committee was elected, consisting of Liz Barthram as chairman, Chris
Shanks as secretary and Liz Paton as treasurer.  The rest of the committee
are Margaret Houston, Rev Trevor Wilson and Caroline Deerin.
We are now in the process of opening our own bank account so that we
have better control over our funds. New gift aid envelopes have been
produced and are available at the front of the church. Once we know the
bank account details we will be in touch with those who took out standing
orders so that these can be adjusted. Standing order forms will be made
widely available then and it would be wonderful if as many as possible of
you could support us in this way. If many people give just a little bit
regularly that will help to even out the bumps in the road! We are now
responsible for paying our share of the running costs of the Unit in
Hamilton Street so a regular flow of income is vital.
Obviously as the demand increases it puts more pressure on our drivers
and deliverers, so if you think that this is a way in which you can help
please call 07546 579273 for more information or to offer your services.
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The year end for summating the total raised from the sale of used stamps is
the end of February. Target for this year was £4000.00 with this money
going to help an ecology project in the Czech-Morovian Highlands.  The
final total was not available prior to the magazine going to print, however
the anticipated final total will be just over the £4000.00  Thank you to
everybody who contributed this has been a first class effort in achieving
this sum.
It is anticipated that in the next year it will be much harder to reach a good
total, we have already noticed a drop in the number of used stamps
received over the Christmas period. This we believe is because of the
increase in the price of stamps, their usage has dropped.
It is now more important than ever to save every stamp that you have,
please take care when cutting or tearing round the stamp that you leave at
least 6mm all-round the stamp as damaged stamps are worthless.
Many thanks to those who have trimmed their stamps, this allows the
stamps to be processed faster and is a big help in collating the stamps. If
however you find it inconvenient to trim the stamps we are still prepared
to continue doing this for you.
Due to the anticipated reduction in usage every used stamp is more
important than ever before.
Please Please Please keep the Used Stamps Coming. Thank you once
again for this year's wonderful effort.

GS/JS

Used Stamps



For Help With General Jobs and Repairs
Around Your Home and Garden

Tony Hazlewood
HANDYMAN

Property Maintenance, Flat Pack Assembly
Shelving, Partition Walls, Doors Hung and Handles

Fitted, Fencing Erected or Repaired
And Many More

If unsure, give me a call

Friendly, and Reliable
Please call for a Free Estimate:

Tel: 07827 360 511

E-mail: CarlukeHandyman@gmail.com

DRIVE WELL WITH
REV L

PHONE 07845395446
E MAIL davidgrns@aol.com
WEB: WWW.REVL.CO.UK

Fully qualified DSA approved Driving Instructor

Registered member of the motoring schools
association of Great Britain.

Very competitive prices.

Block booking discounts

Free student information pack on first lesson.

Full training from beginner to Pass Plus lessons.

David K Greenshields DSA ADI (CAR)

REV L  D R I V E R T R A I N I N G


