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Pastoral Letter

Dear Friends,
As your new Interim Moderator succeeding Sarah, I would like to say that
I am happy to serve and provide assistance to your Congregation and
Session over the next months as you face the challenges and opportunities
at this time of Vacancy.

I stay in Motherwell in Hamilton Presbytery, but was recently Interim
Minister at Carnwath in your Presbytery of Lanark.  So when I received a
request to advise and assist you over this period, I was very glad to offer
my services.  I will be available for any Pastoral needs in the
Congregation, and I will take up your interests at Presbytery.

Advent Opportunities
As we approach the Advent season we all have great opportunities to
remind ourselves and all around us of the real joy of Christmas which does
not consist of getting more things, adding more glitter or indulging in more
over-spend, but in receiving the wonder of God’s giving of his love in His
Son Jesus.  His coming is real and grounded in history.  His coming
continues when we open our hearts to his grace.  The power of his
incarnate love can effect real personal transformation and inner wholeness
when we invite Jesus to be born in us again.  The glory of Christmas is the
glory of Jesus among us, inspiring us, leading us, and filling us.

Let us invite our friends and neighbours to sing the familiar Carols, and
hear again the Christmas story.  It has amazing power in all ages.  For any
who feel lonely, desolate or fearful this Christmas, let’s point them to the
One who came not in comfortable affluence, but in a dark cold stable to
impart inner peace the world cannot give.  Christ is for us all and his love
is just wonderful, and the Good News our society really needs.

I want to wish you a Christmas blessed and enriched by Christ’s love.

Yours in friendship

       Ian C MacKenzie
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Worship Diary
Normal Sunday Services are held at 11:00 am.  A short evening service,
with prayers for healing, is normally held on the second Sunday of each
month at 7:00 pm.  A short, mid-week service is held on Thursdays at
10:30 am.

Sacrament of Holy Communion is celebrated on the first Sunday in March,
June, September and December.

Special services between now and the next issue of  John's News:

December
Sun 8 7.00 pm Christian Aid Festival of Christmas Praise at

St Andrew's

 Wed 11 7.00 pm Carol Service for the bereaved at St Andrew’s

 Fri 13
 Sat 14 7.00 pm The Gift - A Celebration of Christmas written by

Graham Kendrick at Kirkton

 Sun 22 8.30 am Church Family Breakfast
  11.00 am All age Christmas service

Tue 24 7.30 pm Christmas Eve Family Carol Service at
St Andrew’s

  11.15 pm Watchnight Service

Wed 25 11.00 am Christmas Day Service at Kirkton
  12.00 noon Christmas Lunch

January
 Sun 5  11.00 am Joint Service for New Year

All events at St John’s unless otherwise stated.
Times of events subject to change. Please refer to local press and/or St

John’s website for updated details.
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In Mark's Gospel, we read, in chapter 2 of the helpless, paralysed man who
wanted to meet Jesus.  His friends carried him on a mat to the house, but
could not get in because of the crowds.  They opened the roof of the house
and lowered him to Jesus' feet.  The man's sins were forgiven and he was
healed.

I'm sure we all know someone, friend or relative, who needs help; who
needs healing.  Have you considered being a friend who makes every
effort, overcome any barrier, to bring that person to Jesus for prayer and
restoration to health?

A small ministry team organises a short service of worship and prayer for
healing on the second Sunday each month at 7:00 pm in the church.  Will
you think about bringing someone you care about, or coming yourself, to
this service?

Everyone is welcome.

AJ

Service of Prayers for Healing

Celebration of Holy Communion will next be held on

Sunday, 2 March 2014
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A Listening Ear

What is listening?
Listening means much more than just the mechanics of hearing
words and noting information. It’s about caring for and valuing the
other person, giving them the space to say what they have to say
and responding in a manner that signifies to them that they have
been heard.

Christians aim to follow the example of Christ and throughout his life
Jesus was an amazing listener giving people he met his undivided
attention.  He sat at the well and listened to the woman from Samaria.  He
spent an evening with Nicodemus listening to his questions.  Even on the
cross he heard his mother’s silence and offered John as a new son to look
after her.

Christian Listening in Carluke
In March 2012 a proposal was made to the Parish Grouping Development
Group to develop Christian Listening as a Mission Priority.  The proposal
was unanimously approved and since that date the Development Group
has continued to encourage and support the project providing generous
financial subsidies for the training programme.

Currently, within the Church of Scotland in Carluke, there are 20
individuals who are trained to ‘Effective Listening’ standard and an
additional 9 individuals who have undergone further training to ‘Called to
Listen’ standard.   More training is being planned for spring 2014.  Trained
listeners maintain and build up their listening skills at regular practice
sessions and a local governance group ensures that standards are
maintained.

So, after much training, preparation and prayer, listening sessions are now
available each Monday in Kirkton Church at the Crossroads Café
between 12.00 noon and 2.00 pm, and each Thursday in St John’s Church
at the Kettle’s On between 10.00 am and 12:00 noon.

In addition to these formal listening sessions, a great deal of informal
listening occurs day by day at various events in our churches and halls.
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National Organisation
Carluke listeners are trained and supervised through Listen Well Scotland,
SC044382.  Their web site is currently under revision but can be accessed
under their previous name at: www.acorninscotland.org.uk

Bridal
Curtains

Alterations
Custom Wear

( 01555 771896
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The Gift of Hope
Choosing the right gift for a loved one can be tricky. Will they like it?
Will it be appreciated? Or will it be a gift that is quickly forgotten?
 For one deaf boy growing up in
the occupied Palestinian
territory, the gift he received
from a Christian Aid partner has
gone on to transform his life.

In 2012, Christian Aid’s
Christmas appeal focused on
Waleed Badir, a Palestinian
boy whose hearing difficulties
made growing up in conflict in
the West Bank (part of the
occupied Palestinian territory)
an even more isolating and frightening experience. Waleed was helped by
Christian Aid’s partner Physicians for Human Rights Israel (PHRI). PHRI
works to raise awareness of the inequalities in accessing medical treatment
experienced by people living under occupation. PHRI gave Waleed a
hearing aid and he soon started to make progress.

This year, when Christian Aid visited Waleed again, it was clear that he has
gained far more than his hearing. As his speech improves, he is finding it
easier to make friends. His improved ability to differentiate between
sounds and people’s voices has brought him closer to his family. This has
transformed him into a confident, self-reliant boy who is getting on better
at school and is able to help his dad after school in the family-run shop.

This Christmas, Waleed and many others like him are enjoying a future
filled with new hope. This is thanks to the committed support of churches
in Britain and Ireland, which continue to make a difference year on year.
Please take the opportunity this Christmas to give thanks and praise to God
that his children will continue to grow in peace and courage.

IN

Waleed (left) with his cousins and friends



Winter 2013-14 9

From church organisations
The kettle’s On continues on Thursday mornings with tea and coffee
available before and after the Thursday service, where we are joined by
people locally and from outside the town, including our friends from
Morningside care home to share together in worship and later meet in the
hall for friendship and fellowship.

Our new Christian listening service is now available for anyone who
would like a chat in confidence. (See pages 6 and 7 for further information
about this)

At our September meeting, £600 was distributed to charities.  As our wee
Thursday service and kettle's on continues to grow - we look forward to
meeting you there why not come along and join us.

HW

The Guild continues to meet on Wednesday afternoon's where we have an
interesting range of speakers. This season we have had a young doctor
speaking about the work being done with children in Yorkhill hospital, and
how they are looking forward to moving to their new hospital which is
under construction as we speak - Alison Plenderleith came along and told
us about the prayer shawl ministry which we are hoping to start in
Lanarkshire - we had a speaker from Alzheimer's Scotland telling is about
the services available to families dealing with dementia - Mr Plenderleith
came along to talk to us about 'care and repair' a service where you can get
help with household repairs.

HW

The sum of £45 has been donated to the Food Bank on behalf of those who
have contributed to the Book Stall over the year by ordering Bible reading
notes.  Thankyou to everyone for their continued support.

JW
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Jar of Grace Appeal
“You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on
every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in
thanksgiving to God”

 (2 Corinthians 9:11)
Today, more than 4,000 children will die from a vaccine-preventable
disease.  Each year, vaccinations save the lives of millions of children. But
around the world one in five children is not immunised and is therefore at
risk of contracting any one of a number of diseases, such as measles or
polio or tetanus, many of which can kill or maim for life. UNICEF works
with families, communities, partner organisations and governments in
more than 190 countries to help vulnerable children.  The following are
some examples of the countries where UNICEF works.

Uganda
Today, it is estimated, over 500 children under the age of 5 will die in
Uganda. Many of these deaths could have been prevented with a simple
vaccine. Last year UNICEF launched Family Health Days at churches and
other places of worship in the most remote parts of Uganda, delivering
vital services including immunisation. These partnerships break down
barriers and ensure that help reaches those who might otherwise be left
out.

Mongolia
In 2012 teams of vaccinators travelled by car, hand-drawn ferry, reindeer
and foot to reach isolated areas of Mongolia in order to immunise as many
children as possible against measles. This vaccination campaign reached
96 per cent of Mongolian children aged 3 to 14. It was part of a global
initiative led by UNICEF and its partners worldwide and saw measles
deaths fall by 71 per cent between 2001 and 2011.

India
UNICEF is one of the four organisations which, in partnership with
national governments, are spearheading the Global Polio Eradication
Initiative. You will remember that, at the end of 2012, six health workers
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were killed in just 24 hours while delivering a polio vaccination campaign
across Pakistan. These people were among thousands working selflessly
throughout the world to eradicate this killer disease. In India, strong
resistance from community leaders meant the entire polio vaccination
programme was almost derailed - until UNICEF and its partners started
working with these leaders to turn the situation around. Vaccination booths
were set up in mosques and the loudspeakers usually used to call to prayer
also called families to be immunised. India was once recognised as the
world’s polio epicentre, yet on 13 January 2013 India completed two years
without any case of polio, amazing progress for a country which in 2009
accounted for nearly half of the world’s polio cases.

For anyone who doesn’t know about the Jar of Grace, please let us explain:

●after Christmas you will be offered a leaflet giving information about
the appeal;

● this leaflet has a label which you detach and stick onto an empty jar;
●before you eat a meal, in thanks for the food you are about to eat, you

are asked to put a coin into your Jar of Grace;
●after Easter the money you have put into your jar will be collected and

sent to UNICEF.

Here are just some of the ways in which your donations could help:

●£3.60 could protect 10 children against measles;
●£3.90 could protect 100 children from tetanus;
●£13.50 could buy a cold box carrier to transport life-saving vaccine

safely.

If you feel able to help UNICEF in its work to immunise  vulnerable
children around the world, please look out for the leaflets which will be
available after Christmas.

Our thanks once again for your continued support.

CS
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Kwai River Christian Hospital
Our friend, Doctor Scott Murray, is the Director of the Kwai River
Christian Hospital (KRCH).  He sends a regular newsletter out.  The
following is a brief summary of the news from KRCH during 2013:
In March, Scott reported the completion of a project started in December
1912 to replace a muddy track behind the hospital with a paved road.  This
now means the staff can get to and from work without walking through
mud.  The road has also become a focus for the local children who play
and cycle on it.

Also in March, a team of 6 Germans, including surgeons, nurses and an
anaesthetist  visited the hospital to support a week of treatment for those
with cleft lip or palate.  Twenty patients were seen and more are to come.
The German party was very impressed with the hospital and, as well as
staying a day longer than planned, hope to return again some time.

Plans fell through for a surgeon and his anaesthetist wife to spend a year
with KRCH.  It had been hoped that this would allow Scott and Nok time
to visit home.  By the time of the November newsletter, no replacement
had been found, and the planned visit home has been delayed until 2015 at
least.

Candlelight - a community-based project for the rehabilitation of the
handicapped was brought under KRCH management in April 2012, and
taken over fully in October 2012.  Financial issues, which had caused
problems, were ironed out , but Scott reported in the July newsletter that
their main sponsor had pulled out.  Despite that, the project was beginning
to run well.  There are over 150 families with disabled members in the area
served by KRCH.

In July, flash floods in the Sangklaburi area of the Thai-Burmese border
affected the hospital.  The Outpatients department was closed for 24 hours,
the ward was flooded although the water only came half way up the beds,
so the patients stayed dry.  Two babies were delivered with the staff
standing thigh deep in water!  While they were working in the hospital, the
Murray's own house was flooded and personal possessions, including
Scott's surgical and medical textbooks were lost.  Some of the larger pieces
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of equipment, which could not be moved, were damaged.  Luckily, most of
the damage was repairable, albeit at a cost (but not as much as having to
replace the equipment).

In August, Scott was asked to give a series of lectures on the surgical care
of foot problems in diabetic patients to over 200 doctors from around the
country.  This meant he had to travel down each Monday for seven weeks,
returning the following evening - a 14 hour round trip.

Staffing continues to be a major problem.  The two permanent doctors
have been aided by visiting volunteers, but the last  of such volunteers will
leave in May 2014.  The workload is barely manageable with 3 doctors;
with 2, it will put much pressure on Doctors Sha and Murray.  Of 6 full
time nurses, 1 is about 5 months pregnant and another will leave at the end
of December.  A pharmacist started work in May while completing her
studies.  She failed her exams in June and September, and will have
another chance in February 2014. The hospital has been looking for a lab
technician all year.  One of the two lab technicians will go on maternity
leave in December.  The hospital advertised for another evangelist and an
ideal candidate applied and came on a two-week trial basis.  However,
personal, domestic issues prevented her from taking up the post
permanently, so the search continues

As always, we are asked to pray for both the medical and the evangelical
work of the hospital, for staffing and equipment problems to be solved,
and last, but not least for Scott, Nok and their family and staff as they
work to bring the Good News of Jesus to the people whom they are
serving.

A Christmas candle is a lovely thing;
It makes no noise at all,
But softly gives itself away.

Eva Logue
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At a meetings held on Sunday 1 December 2013 after morning
worship, the congregation was presented with the final version of a
document which will form the Basis of Deferred Union between the
congregations of St John's and St Andrew's churches. A similar
meeting had been held earlier at St Andrew's church.
The meeting was opened with prayer by Mrs Anna Lumsden, the
Convenor of the Ministries Committee of Lanark Presbytery, who
explained the purpose of the meeting.  Session Clerk, Glenn Walker then
gave a brief summary of events leading to the point where the Basis of
Deferred Union was being presented to the congregations.

Some two years ago, discussions had been held between Elders from St
Andrew's and ourselves about how the two congregations might work
more closely together to be a more effective Christian witness in Carluke.
The Presbytery Plan, published earlier this year, crystallised these thoughts
in the form of a deferred union of the two congregations, the first step
towards which is the agreement of the Basis of Deferred Union.   In recent
weeks, several meetings have been held between the Trustees (Kirk
Sessions and Boards of Management) of St John's and St Andrew's
churches, both separately and together, and members of Lanark Presbytery
to discuss the wording of the Basis of Deferred Union, which outlines the
main points of the deferred union.  We are pleased to report that there was
universal acceptance of the final version by both sets of Trustees.

Briefly, the Basis of Deferred Union indicates how the property, funds,
buildings and land, currently held by the two separate congregations,
should be dealt with after the deferred union has taken place.  In the first
instance, all assets and liabilities belonging to the two present
congregations will become the assets and liabilities of the new united
congregation formed as a result of the deferred union being carried out.
This will be, as has been previously explained, when, and only when, Rev
Helen Jamieson demits her ministry at St Andrew's church.

Mrs Lumsden then explained how the vote was to be carried out.  in a
secret ballot, each member and adherent present was issued with a voting
slip and instructed to indicate whether they were "For" or "Against" the

Deferred Union News
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deferred union.  After having their names checked against the church roll,
members and adherents cast their votes.  At the end of the ballot, the
voting slips were sealed in an envelope and taken to the Small Hall, where
they, and the slips from St Andrew's, were counted by Mrs Lumsden and
Helen Chekansky, Presbytery Elder for Lanark: St Nicholas, also on the
Ministries Committee.  Several Elders from both congregations attended to
scrutinise the count.

Acceptance of the Basis of Deferred Union by both congregations was
needed before Lanark Presbytery will grant permission to call a new
minister to fill the vacancy at St John's.  That acceptance has now been
given by both congregations in a combined vote of 162 for the deferred
union to 8 against.  The result of the ballot was reported to Lanark
Presbytery at their meeting on Tuesday, 3 December 2013.  Presbytery
duly granted permission for the formation of a Nominating Committee to
be formed comprising 8 representatives of St John's and 5 from St
Andrew's.  In line with Parish Grouping arrangements, there will also be
two (non-voting) members from Kirkton. It is expected that the
Nominating Committee will be formed early in the New Year.

GR

What’s in a Name?
Now that the deferred union between St John's and St Andrew's has been
accepted by the two congregations (see above), we need, in the next twelve
months, to agree a new name for the united congregation which will be
formed when the union eventually comes about.  Until that time, the two
churches will retain their present identities and names and the new name
will only apply to the new congregation.

Details of how a new name will be selected are still to be finalised but, in
the meantime, you may wish to put your thinking caps on and consider
possible names which you may submit for consideration.



16 St John’s News

Your kids need you! Youth church desperately needs new leaders to ensure
the continued teaching of our children in St Johns. It is a really rewarding
role within the church, helping our children to understand more about
God's love for them. You would be part of a monthly rota and training and
support would be provided. Please give this request your prayerful
consideration and if you feel you could help then contact Karen Gillon on
750063, or email youth-church@carluke-stjohns.org.uk .

The children have been learning about the life of Paul, how his life was
changed and how he went on to travel all over the Middle East sharing the
good news of Jesus with people. We have also looked at the life of King
Saul, how God used him and what his life teaches us about the qualities of
a great leader.

We are now preparing for Christmas, looking again at the simple truth of
the baby Jesus . We will be sharing in the service on Sunday 22 December
and hope you will be able to join us.

KG

Youth Church News
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Malawi Update

With only 6 months to go we are getting very excited about our trip to
Malawi. We will again be undertaking various roles whilst away including
painting, digging and helping in the Open Arms Infant Care Home*.

We continue to be amazed and humbled by the amazing support we have
received from folk in the church. The last Souper Sunday raised almost
£500 which was really amazing, we have also been running various stalls
at local craft fares and even made lunch for 100 staff at the High School!

Look out for details of our quiz night, ceilidh and a Safari Supper!

Thank you for your continued support

James, Megan, Ruth, David, Sharon and Karen

* Visit the Open Arms website at www.openarmsmalawi.org


